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PREFACE. 



The plan of this work will be understood without much 
explanation. The answers, which it may be deemed im- 
portant that the papils should commit to memory, are put in 
larger type; notes and observations, are introduced in smaller 
type, sometimes fof the purpose of explanation, and occa- 
sionally, with a monitory view. If the work may be deemed 
worthy of to much notice, the author would be particularly 
gratified to receive any corrections, or surgestions from the 
experienced, which may contribute to render a future edition 
more useful, should one be called for. - 

A Meernid party embracing the New Testament, is in handy 
and will be published in the course of the year. 

Bbrlut, Conn. 1825. 

_ ptUliE LlBtAW; 

'0>7 ^\72, '.' 

Roberts & Burr, printers. 
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LESSON r. 

Q. Why it thii boot railed Ihe Bible f 

A . The iftime Bible ia derived from Bihhs, a 
book ; SO that by the Bible we understand, by 
way of eDiinence, the Book of Books, or the 
most excellent Book. 

Q. HBwitthtBibltMvidedy 

A. Into the Old and New Testaments. 

Q. In what Imguagt mu iht Old TatamaU originaOj/ 
vrilen? 

A. In the Hebrew. 

! Q. By tehom iwu our Bible tronilaled inle EngHtK f 

A. By forty-seven learned men, in the time 
of James 1st, King of England, A. D. 161 !.■ 

Obaervaliani. — The trandation w*i bq^n in 1606, and 
fiuUbeitiD 1611. Fiftj-fonr of the principal divinei in En;- 
laa J wers ori^nally appointed to undertake tbe work ; but 
levera) of them djing; looa after, oalj forty-MTsn were en- 
jaf-ed in it. 

Tfaete were divided into liz companies. The Grit companj 
translated from Geoeni to the firet book of Chrooiclei ; the 
lecond to tbe prophecy of laaiah ; tbe tfaird tranilated the 
four grenter proi^Mt*, with the Lamentatioai and the twelve 
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tmaller propheti ; the Toarih the AjXKrjpbB ; Ihe fifth tbe 
Tour Goipeli, the Acta and the ReTelatioD ; end the sixth the 
Epiatlei. 

Tbe transUtion being Goiibed, tbe whole bodj asiembled, 
and tofrether reTiied it. Before it wai finished, however, 
11 4 aienflfOnfnifonJ ami Cambridge Univerii- 



|. Euvm>ina\ 



^ maai the Biblt diiiidcd into Chapleri I 

A. ByoneHugode SanctoCaro, about A. D. 
1244. He used the letters of the alphabet, in- 
^ead of Roman characters, to mark the Chap- 
ters. 

Q. By wA«m oere tht Chapten dimded Wo leriet ? 

A. By a celebrated Jewish Rabbi, named 
Mordecai Nathan, about 1445. 

LESSON II. 

Q. ^Tt there najr matuueript lapiet ef the Bible note in 



A. Yes: many hundreds, some of which are 
800 or 000 years old. 



06«.— Among the nittterid*, which were at first used for 
writtDg, were the leaves aad bark of tr«e> ; also wood, lin- j 
«Q and coltOQ cloth i tables of lead, bnui, stones and lilei. ; 
Tbe tldiLs of animali, too, were much ased. j 

About aOO years before Christ, bq improved melhod, of, 
prefnriog theie skioa was discovered at Pergamui, in Asia ; 1 
and hence the term parehmerU, upon wbich the manujenpt I 
coDiesoftheBihlflniiwiiieiifteDceare written, was deri'eif | 
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These parchments are in rolls. They were read down the 
narrow way of the roll — one end .of the ,book being rolled 
inward, and the other outward, as represented by the cut. 

Q. Are the Apocryphal books to be coruidered at the word of 
God? 

A. By no means. Although they contain 
many sound maxims, yet there \& not sufficient 
evidence that they were inspired by the spirit of 
God. 

06«.~The principal reasons for rejecting* them are 1. 
They were never received by the Jews as of divine authority. 
2. They were written after the spirit of prophecy had ceased, 
which the Jews allow to have been at the death of Malachi, 
400 years before Christ. 3. They are never quoted either 
by Christ or his apostles. 4. They were rejected by the 
most learned fathers in the Christian Church, Origen, A than- , 
asius, Hillary, &c. who enjoyed a good opportunity to ascer- 
tain their character. 5. None of the authors of these hooks 
claim to have been inspired. 6. These books contain 
falsehoods, fables, inconsistencies and contradictions. 

Q. A re there not other books in the worlds which are eonsid* 
ered by some nations as of svperior authority to our Bible ? 

A. Yes : the Mahommedans so regard their 
Koran; the Persians their Zandavesta; the 
Chinese their Shu-Kin^; the Scandinavians 
their Edda ; and the Hindoos their Vedas. 

Q. What reason have you for rejicting these and all other 
similar books. 

A. Because the most pious and learned men 
in the world, consider the pretensions of all other 
books to be poorly supported, and, moreover, 
these books have not enlightened and reformed 
those who have put their faith in them. 

Obs. — It may he added 1. Ajl other works claiming; divine 
authority were written since the Bihle. 2. The best parts of 
these books were evidently transcribed from the Bible. 3. 
Much of what they contain is inconsistent with the character 
of God, and leads to vice and wickedness. 4. Their authors 
are well known to have been impostors. 

■ I* 



Ti INTRODUCTION. 

■ 

Q. Bui hone nol mmm men pretended thai ihe Bible it not 
the word of Ood? 

A • ¥ es : multitudes live as if it were not, and 
some infidels, such as Voltaire, Hume and 
Paine, have ende9.voured to prove that it is not ; 
but good men have fully proved that it is. 

Obt, — A few of the principal reasons for belieyingthe Bible 
to be the word of God, are these : 

1. Vast nambers of good and learned men, through many 
generations and in distant coantries, have agn^eed that the 
evidence that the Bible is the word of God, is amply suffi- 
cient 

2. If it were not the word of God, the sacred writers 
«ould not have agreed eio well among themselves. Thej 
were about forty iu number, and succeeded each other during 
a term of 1500 years. Theyrecord,it is true, different fr icts— 
but where they pretend to tell the same story, they agree — 
they agree about doctrines too, and duties. There are no 
real contradictions among them. Must they not have been 
directed by Om Spirit? 

3. The miraelee wrought by the sacred writers, prove the 
Bible to be the word of God. No one can work a miracle 
except God be with him. But the sacred penmen did work 
miracles ; and wrought them to prove that God was with 
them, and approved of what they said and did. He must, 
therefore, have been with them, and did approve of them. 
The Bible, then, is His word. 

4. The propkeeiee prove the Bible to be the word of God. 
None b)it God can certainly foretell future events, because 
none but He can bring them to pass. He communicated 
them to the sacred writers, and they recorded them in the 
Bible from Him. The Bible, then, is His word. 

5. The tendemy of the Bible proves it to be the word of 
God. It directs men to practise s^U that is good, and forbids 
all that is wicked. If aU would follow the Bible, we should 
hear no more of wars, nor murders, nor contentions. We 
should hear no more of profane persons, nor sabbath- break- 
ers, nor liars, nor thieves. 

« Surely a book whose tendency is to prevent so much evil, 
and to do so much good, could not have originated in tbii 
wicked world ; it must have come from heaven. 
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Creation ofthz World— Fait of Man— Death of 
Atel. 



Q. What do you undtrilatid bg Ihe work oferealton ? 

A. In the beginning of time, or about 4004 
years before Christ, God created, out of nothing, 
the heavens and the earth, and all things therein, 
in the space of six days, and all very good. — 
Gen. i. 1,31. 

Q. Haa did Oed enalt man f 

A. God created man, mateand female, in his 
own image, that is, with knowledge, rigliteons- 
ness and true holiness, with dominion over the 
creatures. — Gen. i. 27— £aA. iv. 24. 

O. Is Ihii aetmatl aeretabU to that ichich Tualhcn nalittu 
SiKoflhdcTtatiant 

A. No : most heathen nations have some 
traditioDary notions of the creation ; but their 
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accounts are extremely confuSfed, improbable 
and absurd. 

Obs. The Egyptians preteaded that the world was made 

by chance, and that mankind grew oat of the earth like ve. 
getables. l*he Phcenicians supposed that all intelligent crea- 
tures were formed in shape like eggs, and were awaked into 
life by thunder. Other nations have entertained opinions 
equally absurd, 

Q. CoiUd not God have spoken, the world into being ai once ? 

A . Undoubtedly. But he employed six days, 
it is thought, in condescension to the limited 
capacities of angels and men — ^that they might 
better understand the wisdom, power, and good- 
ness of the Creator. 

Q. Where did God place out firtt parents^ and upon uhat 
condition ? 

A. He placed them in a beautiful garden in 
Eden, situated in Asia Minor, and upon condi- 
tion that they should not eat of the tree of know- 
ledge of good and evil, upon pain of death. — 
Gen. ii. 10, 16, 17. 

Q.. It it recorded irliat kind of tree this teas ? 

A. No : God has not seen fit to reveal it ; it 
is therefore a vain curiosity to inquire after it. 

Q. Why was it called the tree of knowledge of good and evil P 

A. Either because Satan pretended that it had 
virtue to confer such knowledge ; or, because, 
when Adam had eatea of its fruit, he found that 
he had violated God's command, and done 
wickedly. 

Q. Did our first parents continue in the innotent state, in 
whichlhetfufi re created? 

A. No: they soon ate of the fruit of the 
forbidden tree ; whereupon God drove them out 
of paradise, and on their account pronounced 
a cw*se upon the world. — Gen» iii. 6, 24. 
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Q. But upon our first ptirmW tramgremony why did they 
not immediaielif die ? 

A* They did die spiritually; but were ex- 
empted from temporal death (or a time, for the 
sake of Christ, who, it was promised, should 
bruise the serpent's head. — Gen. iii. 15. 

Q. Did Adam and Eve repent ofiheir tin ? 

A. It is generally thought that they did, and 
that in them commenced that church, which 
God continued down to the time of Christ, when 
it took the name of the Christian Church. 

LESSON II. 

Q. What were the names and occupations of Jldam^s first 
s(ms? 

A. Their names were Cain and Abel; the 
former of whom was a husbandman; the latter 
a shepherd. — Gen iv. 1,2. 

Q. Why did Cain slay A hel^ 

A. Because the Lord accepted of AbePs 
sacrifice, which was offered in reliance upon the 
promised seed (Christ,) and did not accept of 
Cain's, which was not thus offerqd.-G^CTi. iv. 4, S. 

Q. What was Cain^s punishment for this tmnalural crime ? 

A. God banished him from his friends, as not 
fit to live among them, and drove him into the 
land of Nod, which signifies exile and wanderings v .^ 
and which therefore took its name from him. — 
Gcw.iv. 11, 15, 16. 

Q. How did Cain behave, himself upon his sentence ? 

A. He complained of its severity, and, like all 
hardened sinners, seemed more concerned for 
his punishment than his crime. — Gen. iv. 13. 

Q. Why should Cain be afraid tut any finding him should 
kill Aim, when we read of only four persons then in the world "* 
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A. There might have been many, as it is ' 
probable that A^Ps death occurred in the 1 28th 
or lS9th year of the world* — Gen. iv. 25 v. 3. 

Q. What did Cain do in the landofJfod? . 

A* He builded a town or city, and called it 
Enoch, after a son. Here his descendants lived 
till the flood. — Gen. iv. 17. ) 

Q. Who was appointed to supply Abets place ? 

A. Seth, who was born in the 130th year of 
the world. He was a good man, and in his 
family the church was continued. — Gen. iv. 25. • 

Q. who were Sethis descendants 

A. Enos, Cainan, Mahaleel, Jared, Enoch, 
Methuselah, Lamech and Noah. — Gen. v. 

Q. What took place in the Ume of Enos^ 3769 B. C. .? 

A. Then men began to call upon, or to call 
themselves by the name of the Lord ; that is, to ) 
make an open profession of religion, as the sons 
or servantsof God, in opposition to Cain's pos- 
terity, who were called the sons of men. — Gfen. 
iv. 26. 

Q. What is jtaid of Enoch? 

A. On account of his piety he was translated 
toheaven, without undergoing the pains of death. 
— Gen. V. 24. 

LESSON IIL 

Q. Was there any intercourse between the family of Seth and 
the descendants of Cain ? 

A. For a long time there was not. But at 
length the worshippers of God intermarried with 
the Cainites, which made way for a rapid in- 
crease of wickedness, and an almost universal 

^'ostacy fix)m the true religion.— Gew. vi. 1,2, 3. 
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deitrwumt to lit.' 

A. To destroy mankiDd by means of a ddugew^ 
Yet he waited 130 j^ears, in which time Noah, 
a gpod man and a proiessor of relioon, builded 
an ark for the pieservation of himself and fiunily. 
— Gen. vi. 13, 15. 

Q. Before etneiuimgMM duffkr^ emaymt ttU aie %tkmt trtt 
ih€ reHgi9n of the mU€delwnmnsf 

A* It consisted in sacrifices, which doubtless 
had respect to Christ, who afterwanis made him- 
self a sacrifice for the sins of the world, and in 
prayer and praise. — Gen. iv. 4. 

Q. What was their t:9vemmefU P 

A. Patriarchal — ^that is, the opinions and 
customs of the most aged had nearly the force 
of law, among their descendants. 

Q. What woM theUaUtf mrUand wcienets among ihomf 

A. We know but little about this subject. 
Several of the descendants of Cain were distin- 
guished for their inventions. Jabal invented 
tents ; Jubal the harp and organ ; and Tubal 
Cain wrought in iron and brass. Their sister, 
Naamah, is thought to have invented spinning, 
knitting, and weaving. — Gen. iv. 20, 22. 

Q. Can you tdl me why the onteieiuvianM Hved to much 
longer Uian men io now f 

A. Some ima^ne that it was owing to better 
diet and more uniform seasons ; but meir opin- 
ion is more probable, who ascribe it to the will, 
power, and providence of God. 
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The Deluge. 



LESSON IV. 

Q- ^1 whet ptriod of the aorld Hi Ike delt^e occur? i 

A. In the 1656th year of the world, 2348 B.C. 

Q. ^re Ihert anj Iraditiont of ihiM eceJif among pagan • 
naHum, tehtch aene to confirm Ike iiriplurt hiaHHy ? 

A. Ye8,many. Learnedmentellusof such 
traditions among the ancient Egyptians, Per- 
sians, Grecians, as well as many among (he 
Mexicans, Peruvians, Oteheilans, North Ameri- 
can Indians, Chinese, Hindoos, and others. 

Q. Wai the deluge univeriai ? 

A . The language of scripture, as well as those 
traces of adeluge, whichare. found in all parts 
of the earth, renders it highly probable that it 
was strictly so. — Gen. vii. 19, 20. 

06«. — The IttnguBgB of icripture ia, that "all the high 
hilli that were under the whole heaTen were covered." 
And had it not been thui, it i> probable that Noah would not 
hare been directed to build an ark, but onlj to remove to 
some higher pari, which was not to be drowned. 



BIBLE HISTORY. 13 

Besides, eca-sbeDs, skeletons of sea-'fish, and sea-moosters, 
are found on the highest and most distant jnountains ; the 
i)ones of animals, and the remains of plants are found buried 
in regions far removed from their native dimate, and even 
in solid rocks, both animal and vegetable substances abound, 
proclaiming some mighty change in the arrangement of the 
materials, which compose the crust of the globe. 

Q. What were the form and dtmentions of the ark. 

A* It resembled a large chest, and was about 
480 feet long, 80 feet wide, and 45 feet high, and 
contained more than a million and a half cubical, 
or solid feet. — Gen. vi.. 15. 

Q. How long did J^oah and his family ctmtinve in the ark ? 

A, A year and ten days. — Gen» vii. & viii. 

Q. In uhat part of the earth did the ark restt after the 
deluge ? 

A. On one of tlie summits of Ararat, a ridge 
of mountains extending from Armenia, in Asia 
Minor, far to the east. The highest part of 
Mount Ararat is 9600 feet. — Gen. viii. 4. 

Q. JVh*v.ee could so much waier^ aa was necetsary to drown 
the whole earthy be derived ? ^ 

A. God Qould have created it, if necessaiy. 
But no evidence exists, that there was not suffi- 
cient in the atmosphere, ocean, and bowels of 
the earth. 

Q. What is meant by the clean arid unclean beasts, which 
Jfoah took into the ark ? 

A. The distinction related to such as were^/ 
for sacrifices, and to such as were unfit. Those 
that were of a ropadoz^s nature were accounted 
unclean, and were never eaten, or offered up to 
God. — IjCv. xi. 

Obs, — As examples of unclean animals, may be mentioned 
the fox, Hon, wolf, horse, camel, swine— ^f fowls, the eagle, 
Tukure and owl : among those which were clean, and whic^ 
God accepted in sacrifice, were the ox, sheep, dore, &c. 
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Q. What bkiringi did God cunftr en JVoah mid his tons, 
after Iht dehigt? 

A. He promised them that he would no more 
destroy the (;arth by a deluge ; but that seed 
time and harvest should continue to the end of 
the world. He also granted them the use of 
animal food, which before, it is thought, had not 
been eaten.-^Gen. viii. 22. ix. 3 
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Divisiim of the Earth — Buildingoj Sabel — Con- 
fusion of Thngiieis. 



%of Baba. 
LESSON V. 

Q. On leaning the ark, where did Noah and hit torn lellle? 

A. In the neighborhood of Ararat, where 
they continued until lOl years after the flood, 
when a regular division of their families took 

Slace. Shem and his descendants removed to 
lesopotamia, a country of Asia Minor, between 
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the Tigris and Euphrates. Ham and Japhcth, 
with their families, removed to the plains, or val- 
le}^ ofShinaar, at some distance irom the resi- 
dence of Shem, — Gen. xi. 2 28. 

Q. fV'iat design had Providencey tn ordering Shem and his 
descendants to separalefrom his brothers, and their families^ 
and s:o to Mesopotamia ? 

A. The better to preserve the Church from 
the contagion of their wicked purposes and ex- 
ample* A 

Q. What did the dtuendants of Ham and Japheth do in 
the land of Shinaar ? 

A. They attempted to build a tower, which 
should reach to Heaven ; either as a centre of 
union, that they might not be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the earth, or for purposes of 
iaolatry. — Gen. xi. 4. 

Ohs. — This tower was a square of half a mile in the whole 
circumference ; the height of whicl^ was vastly great, and 
was divided, as several writers have represented it, into 
eight towers, built cue upon another ; and the passage to 
it was a circular, or winding way, carried round the outside 
of the building, to its highest point. 

Q. How did Godfrnstrale this purpose ? 

A. Disapproving of the design, he confound- 
ed their language, which at that time was one ; 
so that not understanding one another, the sever- 
al tribes separated, and gradually spread over 
the earth. — Gen. xi. 7, 8. 

Obs. — It is supposed by many learned men, that among 
the descendants of Japheth, are to be included the Gauls, 
Germans, Celts, Cimbrians, Medes, G reekfl, Thrac ians^- 
nearly all the inhabitants of Europe — those of America, be- 
sides those of the northern regions of Asia. The Ethiopi- 
ans, Egyptians, Cyrenians, Lybians, and indeed the inhab- 
itants of Africa generally, descended from Ham ; besides 
the Philistines, Canaanites, Phenicians and Carthagenians. 

The descendants of Shem in the line ofArphaxed, Eber 
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eleg:, included all the posterity o I Abraham. In this 
e Church was preserved. From the other branches of 
naily of Shem, are supposed to have descended the 
.ns, AssyriauB and Chaldeans — the Syrians, Armenians, 
e immensely numerous inhabitants of the East Indies, 
and Japan. 
IVhat desigti had Providence in this division. 

A two-fold design — the replenishing of the 
I with inhabitants, and the security of liis 
2h from the general corruption, which, since 
lood, had greatly increased ; and from idol- 
in particular, whichwas beginning to infect 
the people of God. 

JVhcU two great empires were founded about this time? 

The Babylonish empire, founded by Nim- 
md the Assyrian empire, founded by Ashur- 
X. 8,9, 10, 11. 

, — Babylon, the capital of the Babylonish empire, was 

y Nimrod. It became in after times the most cele- 

l city in the world. 

evab, the capital of the Assyrian empire, was built by 

, and exceeded all the early eities of Asia, except 

on. 

Did the descendants of JVbo^ preserve the worship ijf 

ure^ down to the days of Abraham ? 

. No : they fell into the grossest idolatry, 
ready intimated, and ev«n the descendants 
hem, who were professors of religion, he- 
3 exceedingly corrupt. 



of Abraham — Travels of Abraham and Lot 
Destruction of Sodom — Sacrifice oflsaac* 
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DtslTvtUon ofSoilom. 

LESSON VI. 

Q. Upon tk': inermi! of idahtrif, tckat tarl^d did God lake 
la prriertie hit rkarch tn lilt jeorld. 

A. He directed Abraliain, whose father was 
Terah, the eighth in hneal descent from Sliem, 
to leave his country and kindi-ed, and to go into 
ttie land of Canaan, whei^e his posterity might 
remain ai-eligious people, separate from the rest 
oftheworld. — ffen. xi. 3!. xij- 1,3. 

0S>. — By tliiicaUiu^urAhreh:iin, ;■ foundation was laid for 
uphrililing uie churcb till Christ sliould come, A taniij wu 
tliiMieparuled rrom tlie iilutiitrous world, tlKstined t» become 
a diftin^uiihed nation, which ilidtild rcoeive the types and 
propliecies respectina Christ prejiaratory to bia caming; and 
that by them the hiatory t>rthe gre:it worki of creation and 
proTjideDce might be proieri'ed. To them -na to be com- 
nit(«d the scriptorest from (heia. Christ was to be born ; 
and t>y mean* of them the goipel waa ta l>e preached to man- 
liijid. All these objects wera to be acouraplished by the call- 
ing of Abraham. 
Q. , i ( akut tinr. to Ji Utit call to Mrahem made ? 

A, In the3l83dy('arof the world,orl921 
years B. C. 

Q. lOxd Abraham olirythu van? 

A, Yes : He removed from Ur, a city of 
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Chaldea, in Mesopotamia, and after stopping 
sometime at Haran, a city in the same country, 
where his father died, he came into Canaan — 
Gen^ xii. ^5. , „ x.*u 

06^.— Canaan was ao calleil from % son of Ham, of tbe 
same name, and is enclosed by the river Jordon, the Dead 
Sea, Arabia Petrca, the Mediterranean, and Syria. 

It was afterwards called Palestine, from the descendants of 
Ham, whom the Hebrews called Philistines — also the Land of 
Promise^ from the promise of it to Abraham ; sometimes the 
Land of Israel^, because the Israelites conquered it ; and 
sometimes the Lor<rf of Jwiea, from the tribe of Judah» the 
most considerable of the twelve. It is about 200 miles long 
and 80 miles in breadth. 

Q* M7iy thouid God send jJbraham into Cannan^ when ii 
belonged to oilitr nntiont, 

A. It is supposed, with much reason, thattlie 
territoiy belonged to *SAem, and his descendants ; 
but had been usurped by the childr^i of Canaan^ 
It therefore belonged to Abraham and his pes- 
terity by original title. 

Q. Did Abraham continue in Canaan? 

A. Notlong.*^' A* famine prevailing, he went 
into Egypt, >^ere the king would have taken 
Sarai, Abraham's wife, as a royal concubine, had 
not God providentially prevented. — Gen. xii.. 
11,20. . 

Q. Why was ih^ king of Egypt called Pharaoh? 

A. Pharaoh signifies one that is freefrom^ or 
above the laws, and hence was a proper nam e for 
a king. It was a title of the Egyptian kiogfs for 
many generations — ^Josephus says for 3300yf ears. 

LESSON. VII. ! 

^ WhiAer did Abraham go from Kg^{. ^ 

\ He returned with Lot, his nepheiW; to 
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Caiiaan, aiKl sometime after separated fromhim, 
Lotsettling at Sodom, and Abraham at Hebron, 
20 miles south of Jerusalem. — Gen.xixu 10, 18. 

Q. Did Lot Uv9 in peace in Sodom? 

•^. No. He was soon after taken captive by 
Chedorlaomer, King of Persia. — Gen. xiv. 12. 

Q. What did AbrahAim do to save Lot ? 

A. With forces chiefly raised from his own 
family he went forth and rescued him, routing 
the enemy entirely. — Gen. xiv. IG. 

Q. W hjuifollovDtd ihis event? 

A, God appeared in a remarkable vision to 
Abraham, renewed his covc^nant with him, and 

Eromised to him a son, who should inherit the 
lesvsingshe enjoyed^— Gen. xv. 1, 5. 

Q. Hev long was the faith «/ Abraham tried in respect to a 
ton? 

A . Twenty five years. — Gen. xii. 4 ; xxi. 5. 

Q. Bui didnol Abraham have a son be/ore the expira- 
Hon of this period ? 

A. Yes. Ishmael was born to him by Hagar, 
a concubine. — Gen. xvi. 15, 16. 

Obs, — U was said of ishmaeJ, before he was boro^ that be 
would be a wild man, (Gen. xvi. 12.) and that his hand 
would be against every man, ?nd that every man's hand 
would be against hiin. 

This was doubtless his character ; but was certainly de- 
scriptive of his posterity. The Arabs, who inhabit Arabia, 
and other places, are ia a great mc-sure descended from 
hinr^. They have always been, and are to this day, a race of 
robbers. They have chiefly lived by plandering their neigh- 
"bonrs and travellers. They seem to bo at ciimity with every 
body, and every bt)dy at ennaity with (hen:. 

Nearly four thousand years have elapsed, since the above 
prophecy was made concerning tiiem. Must not that be the 
word of God which telis us what will certainly take place 
thons^ds of years to coiue. 

Q. What do you tmderHand by a condibine P 
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A» Concubines were accounted lawful and 
true wives, and their offspring reputed legiti- 
mate ; yet they were considered inferior to the 
first wife, and were subject to her. 

Q. WUal is the meaning; of the name Abram^ and why 
way it changed to Abraham ? 

A. .'^6ram denotes a high father; but Mrakam 
the father of a great multitude, which God 
promised that he should become. — Gen. xvii- 5. 

Q. What became oj Lot after his deliverance from the 
hands of Ckedorlaomer ? 

A. He returned to Sodom. 

LESSON VIII. V 

Q. What was the character of the people of Sodom and 
of me neighbouring cities ? 

A. I'hey were devoted to wickedness and 
vice ; on which account, God signally overthrew 
them. — Gen, xviii. 20, 21. xix. 25. 

Q. /foto mxkny went out rf Sodom with Lot? 

A.. Only his wife and two daughters — all the 
other inhabitants being reserved for destruction. 

Q. Where did Lot ami his family fee to? 

A. To a small city called Bela, but afterwards 
called Zoar, which in Hebrew signifies small. — 
Gen. xix. 20, 23. 

Q. What bef el his wife ? 

A, Either out of a curiosity, which proceeded 
from unbelief, or from a wicked love to the place 
of her habitation, she was changed into a metal- 
lic pillar of salt-— a lasting monument of God's 
vengeance on obstinate and unbelieving offend- 
ers. — Gen. xix. 26. ' 

06«.— 7'he tract of country occupied by the cities of the 
plain, 18 now a lake 67 mUes from N. to S. and 17 in its great- 
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Its waters are a little imprecated with alum, and very 
much so with salt ; hence it is called the Salt Sea ; and 
because it preserves nothiog. alive in it, it is called the Dead 
Sea. 

A pitchy bituminous substance, called Asphaltus, rises on 
the water, and occasionally explodes. Hence it has obtained 
the name of the Lake Aspkalfitea, 

Q. Did Lot continue in Zoar ? 

Jl. No : he removed with his two daughters 
to a cave, when having made him drunk they 
committed incest with him, and sometime after 
bore each a son — the one called Moab^ the father 
of the Moabites ; and the other Ben-ammi, the 
father of the children of Ammon — ^both which 
nations were afterwards powerful enemies of the 
people of God. — Gen, xix. 30 — 38. 

Obs. — The fall of Lot calls upon us to be upon our guard 
against sin s and particularly to beware of drunkenness, 
which \n itself is exceedingly heinous, and often leads to sins 
still more so. 

Q. Did not tfie destruction ofSodOm terHfy Abraham ? 

- A. Yes : and soon after we find that he re- 
moved toGerar, the chief city of the Philistines, 
about three days' journey from Jerusalem, where 
he abode near twenty years. — GeM. xx. 1. 

Q. What hajmned to Abraham there 7 

A. Pretending that Sarah was his sister, Abim- 
elech, king of Gerar, sent and took her, to make 
her his wife ; but God required him to restore 
her upon pain of death. — Gen. xx. 2, 13. 

Q. Did not Abraham sin by thus dissembling 7 

A. Greatly: and these examples tieach us 
that even good men often sin, and that the Bible 
is entitled to our confidence, since it records the 
faults of good men, as well as their good-actions. 

Q. What does the name of Abimelech mean 7 

A^ It means my father^ the king, and was th 
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title of the kings of the Philistines, as Pharaoh 
was of the Egyptians, and Csesar of the Romans. 

LESSON IX- 

Q. When and where was Isaac horn ? 

A. At Gerar, when Abraham w^as in his 1 00th 
year, and Sarah in her 90th. — Gen. xxi. 5. 

Q. Whai command diet God give Abraham, in respect 
to Isaac ? 

A. When Isaac was, as is supposed, about 25 
years old, God commanded him to offer him up as 
aburnt offering on Mount Moriah.-Gew. xxii. 2. 

06s. — The place where Isaac was to be offered, was some 
mountaiQ adjacent to that, upon which the temple of Solo- 
mon was afterwards built, and there is no improbability itt 
the general opinion, that it was Mount Calvary, where Christ 
was afterwards crucified. 

Q. How did Abraham receive this command? 

A. In faith, nothing doubting. He didasGod 

commanded, and would have sacrificed Isaac, 

had not God directed otherwise. — Gen. xxii. 

3.6. 
Q. Whyshould Ood give such a command to Abraham ? 

A. " To tempt" him, as the language of the 
Bible is, {Gen. xxii. 1.) that is, to proDe or try 
him. In this trial, God designed that Abraham 
should give to the church, in all future ages, an 
example of the faith which he approves. 

065.— Hence we are taught to follow the path of duty at 
all times, and to leave consequences to God. If we faith- 
fully obey the divine will, we should not fear but that he will 
help us in the time of need. 

Q. What further wa^ intended by the sacrifice of Isaac? 

A. To present a type of Christ, who was after- 
wards to be offered up for the sins of the world. 

^* What became oflsanc after this ? 

He married Rebecca, the daughter of Be- 
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thuel, a kinsman of Abraham's, who dwelt at 
Haran, in Mesopotamia. — Gen. xxiv. 1 5, 67. 

Q. Bat why ikauld he sefk a wife from so greai a dii- 
lance — /iffinc 300 tnilei from, Canaan? 

A, Rebecca's family were worshippers of the 
true God, and it was the design of Providence, 
by directing Isaac thus to raarry, to prevent the 
church from being blendec! with any people, 
devoted to idolatry. 



Esau and Jacob. 



LESSON X. 

Q. ftad haac and Rebecca any children ? 

A, Yes — Esau and Jacob, who were twins, 
and were born twenty years after tlieir marriage. 
—Gen. XXV. 20, 25, 26. 

(J. Did Abraham live la see kU p-and-anni ? 

5. Yes : for he did not die until 1 5 years af- 
ter they were bom — when he was buried witli 
Sarah m the field and cave of Machpelah. — Gen. 
xxi. 5, XXV. 7,20. - 

O. HoiB did tiaac and Re&ficca regard tkeir Jon* ? 

A. Esau, being a strong and active lad, was 
most beloved by his father ; Jacob, being of a 
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more gentle and courteous disposition, was most 
beloved by his mother. — Gen. xxvii. 1 — 15, 

Q. Wkat privileges were included in the birth-right^ and 
to which of these torn did these privileges beiimg, 

A. The fii-st-bom was consecrated to the 
Lord ; sometimes had a double portion of tlie 
estate allotted to him ; had a dignity and autlior- 
ity over his brethren ; succeeded in the govern- 
ment of the family, and to the priesthoods He 
had a claim upon the special blessing of his dy- 
ing pp.rent, and in the case of Abraham's poster- 
ity in the line of Isaac, &c. a right to succeed 
to the possession of Canaan, and to be the pro- 
genitor of Christ. As Esau was the eldest, all 
these blessings belonged to him. 

Q. Why did Esau sell these privileges to Jacob ? 

Jl. Being a wicked and unbelieving man, he 
disregarded them, and therefore sold them, on an 
occasion of being very hungry, for some pottage 
which Jacob had made for himself. — Gen. xxy. 
33. Heb. xii. 16. 

Ol)8. — The coDdoct of Esau, io selling privileges of so 
much value, for the temporary gratification of eating some 
pottage, must be deemed exceedinglj unwise. 

Let us beware of acting a still unwiser part, by bartering 
the eternal welfare of our souls, for the poor and fleeting jojrs 
of Ibis world. Nothing can compensate for the loss of the 
soul. — *< What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul f 

LESSON XI. 

Q. Was Esau's conduct after this pleasing to hit 'parents? 

^. No, but very grievous, for without their 
consent he married two wives, tlie daughters of 
the Hittites, an idolatrous nation of the country. 
—Gen. xxvi. 34, 35. 
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Q. Did Isaacy however, stUl prtfer Eeau to Jacob ? 

s^ ' A. Yes^ and shewed nis regard for him by 
^'^' directing hiroy when he was about to die, to dress 
'^' some venison, after eating which, he would bless 
hina. — Gen. xxvii. 1 — 4. 

I Q. Whfit did Rebecca direct Jacob to do, to secure the 
^^ hle88ing of Jsaxic to himself ? 

ti A. * She directed him to prepare some venison, 
ff and to pretend to be Esau ; and by this artifice, 
f he did obtain the blessing.— Ge». xxvii. 6 — 30, 

li Q- What was this blessing ? 

tf A. It included the privileges already enume- 
j rated under the birth-right* 

1^ .Q. How did Isaac and Esau behave when the deception of 
Jafiob woA discovered ? 

* A. Isaac trembled exceedingly, but confirmed 

the blessing to Jacob* Esau wept bitterly, and 

f threatened to kill his brother.-Ge^i. xxvii. 33, 41. 

Q. Why did not Isomc recal the blessing from Jacob, 
' and confer it upon Esau ? 

A, Because he was convinced that God had 
chosen Jacob to succeed to the blessings, pro- 
mised to Abraham. He could not therefore do 
what his paternal affection seemed to demand. 
— Gen xxvii. 37. 

Q. Did not Jacob sin in deceiving his father ? 

A* Undoubtedly he did, and must be deemed 
' to be highly criminal. 

Obs, — ^We have here another instance of the nnning of a 
very good man, and of the impartiality of the sacred writers 
in recording bis fault. 

For wise reasons God permitted it, and caused Jacob to 
enjoy what he had obtained by fraud. But the scriptures 
do not justify Jacob— nor do tjiey permit us to follow such 
an example. On the contrary, they solemnly fidrbid us to do 
^vi^ that eood may come. 

Q. Didnot Isaac bless Esau at all? 

3 
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A. Yes. He pro mised him that although his 
posterity should not possess Canaan, yet they 
should want for nothing, and should become a 
great people. — Gen» xxvii. 39, 40. 

Q. nho were the potterityof Esau? 

ji. They were the Edomites, or Idumeans, 
who were a powerful people, on the southern 
border of Canaan, till David conquered them. 

LESSON. XII. 

Q. What became of Jacob after obtaining tkeahletaing of 

Isacic? , ^' i 

A. By advice of his mother, and with ffie con- 
sent of Is^ac, he left home, to avoid Esau, and 
went to reside with his uncle Laban, at Padan- 
aram, several hundred miles from Beersheba. 
— Gen- xxviii. 5. 

Ohs* — The transgression of Jacob, we see, is speedily fol- 
lowed by trials. On account of Esau^s anger, he is obliged 
to flee his father^s house, to undertake a long and perilous 
journey, without attendants and with scarcely the necessa- 
ries of life. If the children of Grod sin, they must expect in 
some way to be rebuked. 

Q. Wtiat bejel Jacob on hi» Journey ? 

A. Most unexpectedly, as he lay down at 
night on the earth, with only a stone for his pil- 
low, God appeared to him, and by promising to 
him his protection and blessing, comforted his 
desponding heart. In the morning, being much 
refreshed, he fixed the stone, on which he bad 
lain, as a mark where to erect an altar to God 
at some future time, and calling the place Bethel, 
(eight miles north of Jerusalem) he joyfully went 
on his way. — Gen^ xxviii, 10—22. 

Q. On hie arrival at Padan^ramf on what terms did he 
serve Laban? 
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^ . He engoged to serve him seven years for 
his younger daughter, Rachel. — Gen. xxix. 20, 

jQ. Did not Laban deceive him ? 

A. Yes: when he had served seven years, 
Ijaban gave him Leah ; but afterwards gave him 
Rachel, if he would serve him seven years 
longer.— G67J. xxix> 23, 28. 

Q. Had Jacob any children ? 

Jl* YesV twelve sons, who were afterwaitis the 
heads of the twelve tribes of Israel. — Ge/i. xxx. 

Q. Did Jacch depart from Laban when he had served 
hiin fourteen years ? 

A. He was desirous of returning home, but 
Laban, finding that God greatly prospered him 
on Jacob's account, persuaded him to stay some- 
time longer. But, at length, he fled with his 
family and flocks. — Gen. xxx. 25, 43 ; xxxi. 

17, 18^. 

Q. What did Laban do upon receiving the news of his 
fight? 

A . He pursued him, and would probably have 
forcibly detained hirp? had not God warned 
Laban in a vision not to do him harm. — Gen* 
xxxi. 23, 24. 

Q. Had Laban no cause of complaint against Jacob ? 

A. Rachel had stolen some small images 
which belonged to Laban ; but Jacob did not 
know it.^—Gew. xxxi. 19, 30. 

LESSON xin. 

Q. Had Jacob no fear of returning on account of (he for- 
mer anger oj Esau ^ 

A . Yes ; and therefore he sent a message to 
Esau, to beg that former differences might be 
forgotten. — Gen. xxxii. 3 — 3. 

O. Abto d^ Esau behave on this occasion ? 
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« 

Ji. Instead of returning an answer, he came 
out to meet Jacob With four hundred nien. — 
Gen. xxxii. 6. 

Q. What did Jacob do in this state of anxiety ? 

A. Having made such a division of his family 
and flocks, as seemed prudent, and sent them 
forward, he betook himself to prayer.-Gew. xxxii. 

Q. What was the result ? 

ji.' While he was at prayer, an angel came and 
wrestled with him all night ; put his thigh out of 
joint, and in token of his having prevailed with 
God in his prayer, changed his name from Jacob 
to Israel. In the morning Jacob, encouraged by 
God, went to ineetEsau, who kindly embracea 
him and his family.— Gcti. xxxiii. 

Obs. — The happy termination of this affair ahould stronglj 
influence us to pray in seasons of trial, since God only coulJ 
have thus softened the resentment of Esau. 

Good men, although they may sometimes err, will at ways 
triumph, if they properly acknowledge their dependance, and 
in faith cry unto God. 

Q. IVh ere did Jacob settle? 

A. At Salem, but sometime afterwards, by 
divine direction, he removed to Bethel, and 
there built an altar to God, as he had promised 
in his journey to Padan-aram, that he would 
do. — Gen. xxxiii. 18 ; xxxv. 14. 

Q. What was the state of religion in Jacob'^s family ai 
this time ? 

A. It was far from being flourishing ; since 

even in this religious family, we read of strange, 

or image gods, (Gen. xxxv. 2,3, 4,) which some 

of them worshipped. Jacob, however, before 

he went to Bethel, took them away and buried 

them. 
Q. Whither did Jacob go from Bethel 7 
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A. To Mamre, about twenty miles south of 
Jerusalein,wl)ere he settled with hb aged father, . 
-isaac, who died about seven years after. — Gen. 
XXXV. 27, 28. 
Q. Did Jacch and Btttu agree a/itr hit death? ■ 
A. We read of no contention between these 
brothers, after this period. 



Joseph. 



Joieph Sold. 

LESSON XIV. 

Q. tFkaitutppened to Jacob at JSanwe? 

A. He had not been there long, when be lost 
his son Joseph, by the envy and contrivance of 
his brethren, who sold him to some Ishmaelites 
trading into Egypt. — Gen. xxxvii. 28. 

^. Why did iRry etum him? 

Ji. Because his rather loved him for his wis- 
dom and prudence. 

Q. 0010 did hi* brethren acctmt/or hit oftwrue ? 

a. They wickedlj pretended, that he had 
been torn to pieces by a wild beasC — Gen. 
xxxvii. 31, 33. 

3* 
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Q* Wfialhecwneof Joseph ? 

A. He was sold to Potiphar, the captain of 
Pharaoh's guard, who, on account of his fidelity, 
made him his steward. — Gen^ xxxix. 1 — 5. 

Q. Did he continue in thi$ office and in hie musler^s 
favor? 

A. For some years he did ; till refusing to 
comply with the wicked desires of his mistress, 
she falsely accused him to her husband, who put 
him in prison. — Gen. xxxix. 7 — 20. 

Q. Hova did he obtain his release ? 

A. He conduct ed himself so well, as soon to 

have the care of tlie prisoners, among whom 

were the king's cup-bearer and chief baker, each 

of whom had a remarkable dream, which, by 

divine assistance, Joseph interpreted. Some 

time after, Pharaoh himself having a dream, the 

cup-=bearer, who had been released, told him of 

JoSeph, who was sent for by the king.-^Gen. 

xxxix. 22, 23 ; xl. xli. 
Q. Was Joseph able to interpret the dream ? 

Ji. Yes. He informed Pharaoh that God was 
about to visit his land with seven years of great 
plenty, which would be followed by seven years 
of severe famine; and advised the king to pro- 
vide store-houses, in which to lay up corn for 
himself and people, against the time of want.-— 
Gen. xli. 

Q. What did Pharaoh do upon this ? 

3, He promoted Joseph to a high office in the 
kingdom, married him to the daughther of Poti- 
pherah, priest of On, and directed him to gather 
the necessaiy supply of corn. — Gen. xH. 

„' 06* — The Btory of Joseph, thus far, is full of instruction. 
" it wc are forcibly taught, that if we put our trust in God, 
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and are faithful fo him, he will permit no weapons formed 
against us to prosper. 

God honors those that honor him* He may permit us to 

be afflicted, to be' torn from friends, to be sold into slavery, 

to be ' falsely accused : to be cast into prison, and there 

neglected, aod all tije time he may be qoalifying us to be 

more eminently useful. Good men need never despair. 

Q. JOid the famine extend to Canaan ? 

M, 'Yes, and ten of the brethren of Joseph 
came into Egypt to purchase corn. — Gen. xlii. 
1, 3. 

Q. Did they know Joseph ? 

A. No : but he knew them, and for a time 
treated them severely ; but at length made him- 
self known to them, with all affection and ten- 
derness, — Gen* xlii. 8-17; xlv. 1,2. 

O. How did his brethren behavt on his declaring Atm- 
eelfto (hem? 

A. They were so surpi ised and confused, for 
a time, that they could not answer ; but were 
encouraged by his kindness and forgiveness. — 
Gen. xlv. 3, 8. 

Q. What did Joseph do affer this ? 

A He sent an invitation to his father to come 
down into Egypt, with all his family, and dwell 
there. — Gen* xlv. 9. 11. 

t LESSOxN XV. 

Q. At what period of the world did Jacob go into Egypt? 

A. 170G years B. C. 642 >ears after the 
deluge. 

Q. What part rf the land v:as assigned to Jacob and 
his sons ? 

A. The land of Goshcn—being the eastern 

art of Egypt, between the Kcd Sea, and the 

ile, on the border of Canaan — Gen. xlvii.27. 
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Obt. — Goshen abounded in pasture, and lience mras wd 
adapted to the pursuits of the Israelites, which were chie^ 
pastoral. Being separated from Egypt, they could eojoy the. 
relij^ion unmolested. 

Q. Had Joseph any children ? 

4* Yes, two; ManaSseh and Ephraim.- 
Gew, xlviii. 5. 
Q. Didjhe ItraelUea prosper in their new ntualion ? 

Ji* Yes: they became both numerous and 
wealthy. — Gen* xlvii. 27. 

Q. How long did Jacch live to enjoy these comforts ? 

A. Seventeen years, at which time dying, he 
gave his parting blessing to his sons, and direct- 
ed Josepn to bury him at Machpelah, the place 
where Abraham and Isaac were laid. — Gen^ 
xlix. 

Q. Did not Jacob bless JosepK*s sons also ? 

A. Yes : he blessed them, and adopted them 
as his children. — Gen., xlvi 14-20. 

Q To which of his own sons did Joseph give the pre- 
eminence? 

A. Not to Reuben, the first bom, on account 
of his wicked conduct, nor to Simeon, and Levi, 
for a similar reason ; but to Judah, his fourth son, 
to whose posterity the blessing of the covenant 
of Abraham should descend — ^in whose family 
the true church should exist, and the Messiah be 
born. — Gen* xlix. 9 — 12. 

Q. Was Jacob buried at Machpelah^ according to his di- 
rection 7 

A» Yes : Joseph directed his body to be em- 
balmed, after which, accompanied by a gi-eat 
company of horsemen and chariots, he proceed- 
ed to Canaan. — Gen. 1.13. 

Q. Haw did Joseph behave to his brethren ajler Ja- 
co6V deeUh? 
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A. HisbretlirenStillconsciousof tbeirguiltin 
selling him into Egypt, expected now to expert 
ence the severity of Joseph, but like a good 
man, and an atlectjonate brother, he assured 
them of his kindness and good will. — Gen-\. 
.15—21. 

06».— -We should avoid tin, if wewo»l^ e^'oy peaceful 
coDaciencel. A single tin will •ometimei embitter a man'i 
-whole life. If we liave been injured, how noble i> it to 
forjtive ! 

Q. Hovj Umg did Joseph remain al the htad ofi^airi 
in Ef^ypl ? 

A. It is presum'ed allhislife, which was pro- 
longed to one hundred and ten years, during 
which time, the children of Israel flourished in 
the land of Goshen. They served God, and 
were happy. — Gen.l. 26. 



OHAPTBKim. 

Children of Israel in Egj/pt. 
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LESSON XVI. 

JThat became of Che Children ofbruet afUr the dea 
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Ji* Being divided into twelve tribes, they id- 
Creased so gieatly, and became so power&il, asl 
to excite the jealousy of the Egyptians. — Ex} 
i. 7, 10. ! 

Q. Did not these tribee exceed twelve? 

5. Yes ; but as Joseph's two sons gave name 
to two tribes, instead of their father, and Levi ^ 
the tribes were accounted as twelve, under the * 
following names : Reuben, Simeon, Judah, Is- 
sachar, Zebulon, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Ashur, 
Ephraim, M anasseh and Benjamin. — Num. i. 
4—17. 

Q. What did the Egyptians do to oppteee the lertieiitt? 

Jt. They imposed heavy taxes upon them, 
and confined them to hard labour. — BjXod4 u lu 

Q, Who uxu the author cfihie opprestion ? 

A. A new king who came to the thit)ne, after ) 
Joseph's death.— fJxorf. i. 8. 

Q. Ihd hie oppresnve meeuuree prevent the hraelitee 
from increaeing ? 

A. No ; the more they were a^cted, the 
more they multiplied ; so that the king ordered 
tlie children to be killed, when they were born ; 
and when this did not succeed, he directed them | 
to be thrown into the river Nile. — Exad. i. 
12, 22. 

Q. When did this pereectUion begin, and how long did 
ii continue ? 

A. It began 120 years after Jacob came inti> 
Egypt, and lasted eighty-six years, although, 
perhaps, not with the same rigour, as when it 
first began. 

Q. By whiU means was he saved ? 

^•^^ ;Being hid in a little boat of bulrushes, near 
the Nile, he was discovered by Pharaoh's daugh- 
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ter, who cofnpassioDlated himi, and, by the order- 
ing of God, gave him to his mother to nurse for 
her. — Eoood. ii. 1 — 10. 

Ods."— -We are here taught how intimately concerned is 
the providence of God in all the events of life. He directs 
-the manner of our birth, and the circumstimces of our lives.' 
I How much should we stand in awe of Him— how earnestly 
I should we seek His favor, ^^ in whom we live, and move, 
and breathe !*' 

Q. H^kat became of Moses? - 

A* When erown up, he lived at Pharaoh's 
court, as the adopted son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
and was instructed in all the learning of the 
Egyptians. — jEx. ii. 10. 

Q. Was he a pious man ? 

A* Elminently pious, and therefore, forsook 

the court of Pharaoh, choosing rather to suffer 

affliction, with the people of God, than to enjoy 

' the pleasures of sin for a season. — Heb* xi. 

. 23 — 27. 

^ Q. tto^o long did he stay among the IsraelUes f 

J A. Not long, being obliged to flee for killing 
^ an Egyptian, who was smiting an Israelite. 
Ex.'iiu 14. 15. 

06»w— Moses must not be censured too severely, for kill- 

" ing this Egyptian ; since he probably saved the life of an 

I innocent man. Besides, he doubtless considered himself as 

acting under a divine commission, and supposed the time 

had come, when Israel should be delivered. 

Q. Whither did Moses g9ff 

A* He fled to Midian, a country of Arabia, 
where he abode forty years, in which time he 
married the daughter of Jethro, the chief roan in 
that country. — Ex. ii. 15-12. 

Q. What inditced Moses to leave Midian ? ^ 

A. The appearance of God to him, who di- 
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rected him to go and attempt the detiverance of 
the Israelites* — Ex. iii. 10. 

Q. Why did God command Moses io put off his shoes whtn 
he spoke to him f 

A. Probably this was at that time, and in that 
country, a customary expression of reverence 
and veneration ; and it was befitting that Moses 
should stand in awe, when God spoke. — Ex* 
m* 5* 

Q. Did Moses object to attempting the deliverance of tht 
Israelites f 

A. At first he did, thinking himself not quali- 
fied for the task, but God promised to be with 
him, and that Aaron, his brother, should assist 
him ; moreover, he gave him a rod, by which he 
would enable him to work miracles.— JEa;. ni. 
11, 13; iv. 1.14,15. 

LESSON XVII. 

^Q. How did Pharaoh receive the message to let Israel go f 

A. He refused to let them go ; at the same 
time he insulted Moses and Aaron, and mocked 
God.— £a:. V. 1,2. 

Q. md the Israelites blame Moses and Aaron ? 

A. Yes ; because their burdens were increas- 
ed rather than lightened ; but God bid Moses go 
forward, assuring him tliat by great wonders, 
Israel should be dehvered — Ex. v. 20, 21 ; 
vi. 1. . 

Q. Hwff many plagues were sent upon the Egyptiansj before 
they UDould let them go f 

A. Ten ; but it was not until God had slain 
all the first bom in the land, that the Egyptians 
consented to let them g;6 ; they then forced th^m 
away in haste. — Ex.vu. viii. ix. x. xi. xii. 
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Q. Did eoHff •/ the plaguu ajfeet the fWiot^^ 9r ptmemoni 
qJ the Jsraehiet f 

A* No; the land of Goshen, where they 
dwelt, was exempt* Ex* xi. 7. 

06s.^How often does God make just such a difference 
between his friends and enemies, as he now made between 
the Israelites and Egyptians. This difference wilJ be an 
eternal one. ^ Say ye to the righteous, it shall be well with 
him ; wo to tiie wicked, it shall be ill with him.'' 

Q. What is meant when the Lord says to Mosesj ^^ I toill 
harden Pharaoh^ s heart ? — Ex. x. 1. 

A* That all restraints should be removed 
from the heart and conscience of Pharaoh, and 
that he should be given up to his evil passions, 
and the temptations of Satan. 

Q. Were alt the wonders done by Moses and Aaron^ wmv^ht 
by the divine power ? 

A. Yes. — ^jEJx.vii. 5. 

Q. fibto, then^ did the magicians turn rods into serpenisy 
water into blood, with other wonders? — Ex. vii. 11, IS, 22. 

j1. Soqie learned men suppose, that it is not 
meant, that the magicians really effected these 
changes, but only m appearance ; yet if they 
were real miracles, God wrought them by means 
of the magicians, that Pharaoh might harden his 
heart. 

06i.— Itis not intended, that Pharaoh was in the least 
excusable for hardening his heart. He had full evidence of 
the superiority of the miracles, wrought by Moses and Aaron, 
to those wrought by the magicians. 

It was SQfiicient to convince any unpFejudiced mind, that 
Moses and Aaron acted by divine authority, when the rod 
of Aaron, on becoming a serpent, swaUowedu^ the serpents, 
into which the rods of the magicians wer6 changed. Pharaoh 
wished for a pretext to disb&ve^and God, in wrath, pre- 
sented him with one, 

Q. What feast was instituted (M the tdghi^ that the Israel- 
ites left Egypt ? 

A* The Passover J in remembrance of their a 
departure fix)m the land, because the night before i| 
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they left it, when the destroying angel slew the 
first born of the Egyptians, he passed over the 
houses of the Israelites, without doing them any 
harm. — Ex* xii. 27. 

Obs. — Id the celebration of the Passover, a Iamb was slain 
on the eveniDg of the 14th day, and eaten : for seyen days 
unleavened bread was eaten. One Iamb was killed for 
every family, unless it was a small family, in which case 
another might be joined. It was roasted whole, and eaten 
with bitter herbs, and without breaking the bones. If not 
all eaten, it was consumed by fire. 

Q. Did not the Jsraelitea sin in pretending to borrow jewels 
of Hlvfr^ and goldy and raimtnt of the Egyptians, when they 
intended never to r^aylhem ? 

A* It is not meant that they borrowed, but 
asked; so the word should have been translat- 
ed ; they asked of the Egyptians, who were now 
willing to give any thing, to be free from them. 
— Ex. K\u 33 — 36. 

Q^ What was tfu state of learning in Egypt at this time? 

A. They were considerably acquainted with 
astronomy, and had made some advances in the 
science of medicine. The curious remains of 
their Pyramids, and, buildings, are proof of their 
skill in architecture. 

Q. What was the state of their religion? 

A. Gross idolatry, and polytheism, (the wor- 
ship of many gods) prevailed. Among the 
objects to which they paid divine honours, were 
the sun and moon, ana many of the mostc(»n- 
mon animals, and meanest reptiles. — Ex* xii. 
1 2 ; Dettt. xxix. 1 7. 

Q. What was the state of the ehurek when the Israelites 
le/tEgypt? 

Ap Religion was exceedingly low. Under 
the oppressions of the Egyptians, they enjoyed 
but few advantages to observe the ordinances 
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uf Grod, amcrngthemselves, or to maiutain pub- 
lic worship. By degrees they 'nearly lost the 
true religion, ana had adopted some of the idola- 
trous practices of the E^ptians. — Deut, xxix. 

2, 4. 

06».— This was now the third time, that the church was 
ne&rlj- carried away bj (he wicbedneaa of the world : once 
previoua to the flooil ; a leconj lime before the calling of 
Abraham, and now the tliird lime in Egypt. 

But, a« in the former instances, so in (big last instance, 
God did nirt suffsr his ehurcli to be quite OTerwWmed, 
The true religion esiBled, although its existence was feeble, 
and God had his faithful worshippers, even in this miserable, 
dark and corrupted age, allhou^ tbcj were few. 
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Travtls of the Tsraelites — Destruction of Pha- 
raoh — Giving of the Law — Idolatry of the Is- 
raelites. 



, Croanng the Red Sea 

LESSON XVIU. 

Q. IFhere did the Invetiler anemiiU, before they deparltd 
ftm E^t f 
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A. At Rameses, the chief city of Goshen, on 
the 15th day of the first mdnth (Abib, or April,) 
430 years after the promise had been given to 
Abraham, in Chaldea, and 315 from the time 
Jacob went into Egypt: — Ex. xii. 37, 40, 41, 

Q. How many were tney in number ? 

. A. 600,000 men, besides women and children, 
so that they amounted to nearly two millions. — 
Ex. xii. 37. 

Q. What direction did J€osei take with the people .' 

A . He led them towards the Red Sea. — Ex. 
xui. 18. 

Q. In what manner did God manifest himself to thtm? 

A. He sent a cloud, in the form of a pillar, 
to guide and shade them from the scorching sun 
by day ; and a pillar of fire, or a bright cloud of 
the same form, to guide and illuminate their 
campbyni^ht. — Ex. xii. 21, 29. 

Q. Wnal did Pharaoh do^ when he heard thai ihejf wouU 
not return ? 

A. He hastily gathered his horsemen and 
chariots, and pursued them. — Ex. xiv. 3-9. 

^. Were noi the Israelites alarmed at this intelHgenee? 

A. Yes, exceedingly alarmed, and began to 
murmur against Moses ; but by divine direction, 
he led them through the Red Sea, which God 
divided, so that it stood like walls on each side, 
until they bad safely reached the opposite shore. 
—Ex. XIV. 10-2S. 

Q. What beeamt of Pharaoh and hu host f 

A. In attempting to follow the Israelites 
through the sea, they were overwhelmed, by the 
returning waters, and wholly destroyed.— Ex. 
xiv. 23-31. 

Ohs, — ^Thai, m a moit awful maimer, perished tiui isfatii- 
ted monaroh, and hii equally infataated foUowen. h an 
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equally awfuH^axmer, will Godfiuallj destroy all the ^cor- 
rigible workers of iniquity. "He that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy." ^ 

Q. tV hither did Moses lead the Israelites from the Red Sea ^ 

A. Into the wildernesg, or Desert of Shur. — 
Ex. XV. 22. 

Q. What is the meaning of a wildernessy or desert, htre^ and 
tlstwherey in the scriptures ? 

A . Not a place, altogether uninhabited, as the 
word now generally means; but a region of 
country more open and common, containing 
hills and woods^ and some towns, or villages. 

Q. lyid not the Israelites murnvur^t 07h a^eount of expected 
want ? 

A* Yes; but God sent them quails, and a 
kind of bread called manna^ which fell every 
night, and was gathered in the morning. — Ex. 
xvi. 2, 31. 

Ohs, — This inanna was a Httle^white thing, like hoar frost, 
and in shape like the coriander seed. When first gather* 
ed, its taste was like honey ; but being ground, and baked^ 
it tasted like bread kneaded with oil. Upon this kind 
of bread, did the children of Israel subsist, nearly forty year?, 

Q. Did the Israelites meet with opposition in their march ? 

A. Yes; the Amalekites, descendants of 
Esau, came out to fight them, but at length 
were conquered. — Ex. xvii.^8, 14. 

Q. How long were !hey in reaching Mount Sinai ? 

A. Three months. — Ex.xix. 1. 

Q. fVky did God lead them through the wilderness, to this 
mountain ? 

A. To humble theiTi, and prove them, and to 
know what was in their hearts, whether they 
would keep his commandments. 

LESSON XIII. 

Q. What took pkce while they were encamped ci Sinai ' 

4* 
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A. In a manner, the most solemn and mag 
nificent, God delivered, from' the mount, to 
moral law, or ten commandments. — Ex. xix. xi 

Q. What do these ten eommandmenttexpretsf 

A. The whole duty of man to God, to hii 
neighbour, and to himself: in a few, butmos 
significant and explicit words. 

Q. Are these commandments binding an us at the presen 



A . Since God has no where repealed them, 
they are now in force, and will continue in force 
to the end of the world. — Matt* v. 17, 

Q. Did Ood institute andew^&ifk em^ other laws $ 

A . Several ; some of which related to the 
manner, in which' the Israelites should worship 
him, and others, pertaining to life, liberty, and 
property. — Ex. xxv. — xl. & Lei;. 

Q. But why should God make civU taws for the JsreuUies / 
Hf has nfver enacted such taws for other nations ? 

A . God, by their reauest, became their king, 
or civil ruler ; it, therefore, devolved upon him 
to make their laws. 

Obs. — Hence the govemmant of the Israelites^ after their 
coming out of Egypt, was called a Theoeraeify which sigjii. 
fies. the goverDDDent of God. All officen were appointed bf 
God ; war was proclaimed by biiiH and laws were givetj 
from the tabernacle. This kind of government lasted tuiti^ 
the tiroe of Saul. I 

Q. Dn not somnofthe laws, enacted for (he Israelites, api 
pear weak and foolish? « I 

^. They may appear so to those, who do qcm 
understand wherefore they were made; but « 
snould be remennbered, that they chiefly proJ 
hibiied the vain and superstitious practices Of th^ 

the siinoundins; heathen nations. 

^b . A frw f-xamples will illustrate this snbject. Tfa« 
Ars were Torbui 'Uo round the comers of their heads, oi 
mar the corners of their beards.** This was desiped t^ 
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prevent a practice of this sort amoog the 'Israelites, which / 
prevailed ameag the heathen priests, wTiich they considered «, 
essential in their idol worship. 

So the Israelites were forbid to wear a garment of " lin- 
en and woolen;'* because such g;arment8 were worn by idol- 

. atrous priests, and were supposed to possess some great 
magical virtue. 

f Also, thej^ must not ^ seethe, or boil, a kid in its mother's 
milk." This the heathen often did, and sprinkled the milk 

f on their gardens^ to make them fruitful. By these laws, God 
designed to make a wall of separation between the Israel^ 

^ ites and other nations, and especially to keep them from idol- 

r atry. 

' Q. Did Ood enforce these laws by promises, and threat- 
enings ? 

A. He promised that iif they would obey him, 
I he would bless them, and drive out the heathen 
n from the land of Canaan ; but if they should diso- 
{ bey him, he threatened to forsake them, and to 
afnict them with many national calamities. — 
* Deut. XXX. xxxi. 

^ Q. Did the Israelites promise to obey these laws ? 

^ A. They did. Moses wrote them, and hav- 
" ing read them, the people solemnly assented to 
, them. — ^Z)eM^xxvi. 16, 17. 

j^ Q. Did Moses ascend Mount Sinai ? 

^ A. Yes; where he remained forty days, in 

^ which time he received instructions about build- 

^ ing the tabernacle, and other instruments of 

^ worship ; and moreover, received two tables of 

^ stone, on which were written, by the finger of 

gi God the ten commandments. — Ex. xxiv. 12, 

iti 18; DeuU x. 1-6. 

3ltl 
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The Tahemade — ^rk of the Covenant. 
LESSON XX. 

Q. Wbattai IhtTabtmade? 

A. It wasa tent, calletl a sanctuary, or (abpi- 
nacle of the covenant, and was set apart for 
religious worship. In Uiis God appeared by a 
cloud or visible glory. — Ex. xxxvi. 

06). — The tabernacle was fifty-five feet long, eighleeD 
broad, and eighteen hieh l it iTd> composeil of ncnrrln and 
beaou of wood, ovtTlaid with gulJ, and stood on solid block! 
of lilver, ^ecli weighin? s lakot, or about onn huiKlred 
poundi weight. The inside of (lie tabernar.le was diTJiJei) inbi 

■tood the golden CEindleslick, and the tnbluor iheir bread; 
in tite second room called the holy of holitSrWaa the ark of 
the teilimonj, 

Q. What «a, Ike Jtrk ? 

A. It wasa coffer, or chest of shittim-wood. 
overlaid with gold, and in it were put the two 
tables of stone ; and afterwards the n>d of Aaron, 
which he had used in working miracles, and a 
potofthe manna, which had supported the Is- 
raiilitcs. — Ex. xxxvii. 1, 5. 

Ot>t. — Thisark was plated in the holy of holies, into which 
the high prieat only might entur, and but once a year. 

Q. IThal wat theMercy A'"" ■' 

■4. It served as the covering of the ark, and 
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wasmadeof jniregold. At itsends were fixed 
two cherubs, with expanded wings. From 
' ' off the mercy seat" God used to answer Moses 
aTid Aaron, when they inquired of him. — 
^3;. XXV. 22; xxxvii. 6-10. 

Q. What did Iht outer room o/lht labemacle etmtain T 

j9. a Candlestick, Altar of Incense, anda 
Table of Shew-Bread. 




Oatdlutich—JIUar of hetntt — Ti^le ^Stem-Bread. 
Q. DeieribeOleJUaroflneeruef 

A. It wasa small tableof shittim-wood, cov- 
ered with plates of gold, with four horns on the 
corners. It served to bum incense upon, which, 
ascending to heaven, was a type of prayer. — 
Ex. xxxvii. 25-28. 

Q. What leatlhe Tableof Skew-Bread f 

A. Itwasmadeofthesatnekindofwood.and 
surmounted in the same manner. Twelve loaves 
of bread were placed ujxin it, every week, by 
way of bwnage to Gm, and were afterward 
eaten by the pnests. — Ex. xxxvii. 10-17. 

Q. Hoamanii Candleilickt teen there f 

A. But one, which had seven branches, adorn* 
ed with six lilies, and knobs placed alternately, 
all of pure gold. It had seven lamps, which 
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lighted the altar of incense, aad the table d 
snewbread. — xxsvii. 17-24. 

0£>.— Thii was the richest article in the tabernacle. Id 
materiali weighed a talent, and, bciidei, the workmaiuhip, 
wai worlh £r,4rt5 slerliug. 



Allar of Bumt-Cffferiiig — Braxtn Laver. 

Q. What mat Che j} liar afBumi-offtTiag? 

A. It was a kind of chest, made of shittini- 
wood, and covered with plates of brass, with 
four homs, called the horns of the altar. Upon 
this altar, buratHDiferings were presented to God. 
— Ex. xxsviii. 1-8. 

Q. What wai Ikt design of the lacrijka offered upon U,v 
allar f 

A, The Israelites were continually taught, by 
them, that they were sinners, and that a» atone- 
ment was necessary. They bad constant refer- 
encft to Chiist, who would at length offer himself 
a sacrifice to God, for sin. — Heh. x. 

Q. Wlitrt did Ihii AUat Hand f 

A. In front of the tabernacle, within the 
court. — Ex. xl.29. 

Q. What nat Ihe lae of the Lavtr ? 

A. It contained water for the priests to wash 
in before service. — Ex. xxx. 18-21. 

Q. How (Bwe Iht priaU drcuti ? 
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Higk-Pritsl in hta Robei. 
A. Theywore an ephod,robe, tunic and mitre* 
The high-priest wore, in addition, the Kationalei 
or Urim and ThHmniim.^jEx. xxviii. 4. 

Q. IFhalKai tiu Ephod ? 

A. It was a kind of girdle, or sash. — Ex. 
xxviii. 6, 7. • 

Q. What iBtTt Iht Tobt and twtii:, ahitk wcretmdtrlhe 

A. The robe was a long garment of fine linen, 
which covered the whole body ; the tunic was 
somethmg like it, but did not reach so low. It 
had little embroidered pomegranates and bells, at 
the bottom.— £z. xxviii. 31-35. 

Q. What wu tht mitn 7 

A. It was a covering of fine linen for the head, 
and on the forehead was a plate of pure gold, oo 
which was engraven, "Hohnesa to uie Lord." — 
Ex, xxviii. 36, 38. 

Q. What teat Ikt Rationale, or Urim and Thvmmim ? 
A, It was a square piece of embroidery, set 
with twelve very precious stones, and was worn 
by the high priest on the breast. This he con- 
sulted in dimcult cases, and God hy means of it 
enabled hiiu, in some way, which we do not ub* 
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ibles of stone, which he held, and broke them 
efore the people. — Ex. xxxii. 7, 19. 

Q. What tin did he io? 

A^ He burnt the golden calf, and reducing it 
o powder, compelled the Israelites to drink it in 
vater ; moreoVer, be assembled the Levites, and 
commanded them to slay the most forward in 
he rebellion, upon which 3000 men were de- 
stroyed. — Ex. xxxii. 20, 27, 28. 

Q. IHdMittet go again into the mount ? 

A. Yes, and remained there 40 days; and 
when he came down, his face shone so bright, 
4hat hecoverecl it with a veil. Ex. xxxiv. 2, 29. 

Q. Did God rene-w the tables of atone ? 

A^ He ^ave the commandments to Moses, and 
enjoined him to write them. — Ex. xxxiv. 28. 

Q. Hono vfaa Afosea employed, on Ma return ? 

A. He applied himself to building the taberna« 
cle, which in six months he set up. — Ex. xxxv. 

Q. JHd God honour the tabernacle vrith hia preaence ? 

A. As soon as it was raised, a cloud descended < 
and covered the whole tent, and the glory of God 
filled it with such resplendent brightness, that for 
a time, Moses could not enter. — Bx. xl. 34, §5. 

Q, Who were appaintedptieata? 

A. The whole tribe of Levi were set apart, to 
officiate at the tabernacle. But the Priesthood 
was given to the family of Aaron, who was made 
High Priest ; — the rest of the tribe were only 
admitted to the inferior services of the minis- 
try. — Numb. iii. 40-51, viii. 13-19. Lev. viii. 

Q. What ceremony took place at their eonaecraOon ? 

A. Moses, having assembled the people before 
the tabernacle, Aaron and his sons came forward, 
and, having been washed, they were clothed in 
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their priestly garments, and apoiiited with the 
holy oil. On Aaron's head, the oil was poured 
in such abundance, that it ran down to the skirts 
of his clothing. They were then enioined to 
offer a sin'Ofering, to appease the wrath of God ; 
a burrU-qffmng^ to render due homage to the 
Creator 5 and a veace-qfferirig^ to implore the 
continuance of nis protection and favour. — 
Lev. viii. 

Q. Why did God select the LevUe* as ptieett f 

A. He chose them in the room of the first bom 
of Israel, who were holy to the Lord, in remem- 
brance of his sparing them, when the angel de- 
stroyed die first born of Egypt. — Num. viii. 
13-19. 

Q. At xohat age did they enter upon their office? 

A. They entered upon the easiest part at 
twenty ; and upon the most laborious at thirty. 
When they arrived at fifty, they were excused 
from those duties which required much labour. 
— 2rf Chron. xxxi. J 7 ; Num. iv. 3. . 

Q. Did the cloudy over the tabernacle, oerve to guide the 
hraeUtee at before f 

A. Yes : with this addition, that it served as 
a signal, when to march and when to rest ; when 
the cloud rose, they journeyed ; but when it rest- 
ed, they abode in the camp. — Ex. xl. 36-38. 
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Travels of the Israelites-— Death of Moses. 



LESSON XXII. 

^. Haa bmg ten-B tlu Itraelitet cncampti at Siiuii ? 
A. A fulf year. — Nunu ix. 1. 

Q. /» tirhat trdtr did thtg march f 

A. They were divided into four Urge bodies, 
ai>d so disposed, as to inclose the tabernacle oo 
eveiy side. — Num. x. 14 — 28. 

Q. Hoa did iht JiraelUa bthant, afttr Ihey Ufl Sinai7 

A. In three days, they forgot the mercies of 
God, and began to complain of fatigue, wlierer 
fore God destroyed such as loitered, by fire. — 
iVam. xi. 1 . 

q. lfereOuynm-t>ubmi,tipe,aficrlhU? 

A. No i they soon began to murmur again, 
and regretted. that they h^l left the flcsh-pols of 
Egypt ; upon which God sent thuni large quan- 
tities of quails, of which they ate so greedily, that 
many died. — Num. xi. 31 — 35. 

Q. IVhat unhappy evcnl, toon af la- l}ai,ttatrTtd? 
A. Miriam and Aaron quarrellwi with Moses, 
their brother; upon which, God struck Miriam 
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ith leprosy, of which she .was not r^overed, 
itil Moses entreated for her. — Num. xii. 1 0—1 5. 

Q. Tke Itraelitet^ having arrived at Kcufesh Bameuy an iht 
rdert of Canaan^ why did they not enter into tfie land immer 
Uely^ and why did thfy wander nearly forty yeart longer ? 

A . Moses having sent twelve men to examine 
le land, all of them, excepting Caleb and 
)shua, brought so evil a report of the land, that 
e people refused to attempt its conquest, 
hereupon, God, in anger, declared that none of 
at generation, who were above twenty years 
' age, except Caleb and Joshua, should enter 
to the land of promise ; but should wander, 
)m place to place, till they were all dead. — 
um. xiv. 29 — 35. 

Q. Hbto did the Israelites reeevoe this sentence f 

A. At first they lamented, for what they had 
me ; but thinking to atone for their error, they 
esumptuously went out against the Amalek- 
5S, by whom they were sorely defeated. — Num. 
V. 40—46. 

Q. What became of the Jsraeliies after this defeat ? 

A . The pillar of the cloud gave the signal, and 
i them from Kadesh Bamea, back into the 
isert, towards the Red Sea ; and, after eighteen 
veral removals, chiefly about the mountains of 
lumea, they returned again, in about thirty- 
5ht years, to nearly the same place. — Num. 
cxiii. 

Q. Did they meet, with further oppositionfrom the surround" 
^ heathen nations ? 

A. Yes, from the Edomites, Moabites, and 
idianites,and from Sihon, king of the Ammo- 
tes, and Og, king of Bashan ; but God enabletl 
3m, at length, to overcome them. — Num. xxi. 
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Q. Did God fulfil his threaiening, tfwt ntmt ofiht Israelites^ 
above twenty years of age, at the time the Israelites rebelled; in 
the matter of the spieSy should enter the promised land ? 

A. Undoubtedly he did. — Nitm. xxvi. 63 — 65. 

Q. Why did not Moses and Aaron lead the people tn/o 
Canaan f 

■ A. Because they acted unadvisedly, and with 
mistrust, in relation to the water flowing from 
the rock, an account of which is recdrded in 
Deut. xxxii. 49 — 52. 

Q. Before Moses dted^ did he number the people ? 

A. Yes; and they amounted to 601,730 j so 
that, although the former generation, above 
twenty, had died^ they amounted to within 1820 
of the number of those that died in the wilder- 
ness. — {Compare Num. ii. 32, tvith Num. xxvi. 
51.) 

Q. What directions did Moses givey about the partition of 
the land of Canaan ? 

A. He directed it to be divided into twelve 
parts, according to the number of tribes, and the 
distribution to be made by lot ; and further, that 
each part should be divided among the families 
of its respective tribe, and afterwards again to 
the several households. — Num. xxxiii. 54. 

Q. Had the Levites any part, as their inheritance ? 

A* No : but they had cities, in each division, 
amounting to forty -eight in all, for their use ; six 
of which were called cities of refuge, to which 
^uch might flee, until they could be tried, as Imd 
killed others, without design. — Num. xxxv. 

Q. What did Moses do, immediately before his death ? 

A. Being now near the land of Canaan, he 
assembled the Israelites, and, in an affectionate 
manner recounted the history of their travels, 
and of God's merciful kindness towards theifl ; 

5* 
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id, having given them much good advice, in 
ilationto their future conduc^ he concluded, 
f resiguinghis commission to Joshua, whom he 
iveated with the high office of leader, and gen- 
■al of all Israel. — See Book oj Deuteronomy, 
irticularlyxxxiv. 9. 

Q. Where iHd he die? 

A. By divine direction, he ascended Mount 
Febo, and, from the top of E*isgah, took a view 
r the promised land, over against Jericho, after 
hich lie gave up the -ghost. — Dmi- xxxiv. 1. 

Q. Bg vhsm, and -where -aaa he buried ? 

A, God caused some angels to bury him, se- 
■etly, in a valley of Moab, over against Beth- 
3or ; but the spot was concealed, lest the 
iraelites should fall into an idolatrous veiiera- 
Qn and worsliip of his remains. The devil, 
om some evil desi^, endeavoured to discover 
16 body, or his bunal place ; but the Lord, by 
le ministiy of an angcI, prevented. — DeuU 
xxiy. 6 ; Jude 9. 



Entrance of the Israelites into Canaan. 



The Ark resting in Jordon. 
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LESSON XXIII. 

Q. Did Joshua immediately lead the ItraUtet into Canaan'^ 

A. Not until the days of mourning for Moses 
were ended ; when he directed the people to 
prepare to pass Jordan, within three days. — 
Josh* i. 11. 

Q. ^id Joihua previously taken any measurtf, to ascertain 
thfi state of the country ? ' 

A* tie had sent spies into the land, who were 
discovered, and would probably have been kill- 
ed, had not Rhahab of Jericho, secreted them, 
and assisted them to escape. — Josh. \u 

Q. Whait vfas the report of these spies ? 

A. That the inhabitants of the land were 
alarmed, at the approach of the Israelites ; upon 
which intelligence, Joshua determined, forth- 
with, to pass the river Jordan, which, like the 
Red Sea, forty years before, miraculously rolled 
back, leaving a dry passage of eighteen miles. — 
Josh* ii« 23, lii. 

Q, What Vfos the order of their march ? 

A. The priests, bearing the Ark, preceded 
the people, until they reached the middle of the 
river, when they stood still with the ark, until 
all the people had safely passed over. — Josh* iii. 

Q. Where did the Israelites encamp ? 

A* At a place afterwards called Gilgal, two 
miles eastot Jericho, where twelve stones, which 
had been taken from Jordan, were set up as a 
memorial, that God had performed his promise 
of bringing them into the land of Canaan.-^ 
Josh. iv. 2-10, and v. JO. 

Q. What took place at Clival? . 

A. Joshua renewed the rite of circumcision, 
which had been su^ended nearly forty years, 
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id kept the passover. About this time, the 
anna ceased, and the Israelites eat of the com 
the land. — Josh. v. 2-12. 

Q. Whither did Joakita go from Qiigal? 

A. To the siege of Jericho, round which the 
my marched seven days successively, being 
eceded by the ark and seven priests, having 
jmpets in their hands. On the last day, as 
e priests blowed long, the walls fell, and all 
e mhabitants were put to the sword, except 
hahab and her kindred, who were spared, be- 
Luse she saved the spies. — Josh. vi. 

Obs, — Jericho lay. about twenty miles from Jerusalem, and 
: from Jordan. Moses called it the City of Palm Trees, 
lich were numerous in the plains of Jericho. The spot 
ks cursed by Joshua ; but 580 years afterwards it was re- 
ilt. It was a splendid city in the time of our SaWour. 
irod, the Great, died there. Our Saviour wrought some 
racies there. It is now only a small and poor village, 
Jed Raha. « 
Q. Did the fsraelitee tave any thing from destruction ? 

A. They preserved the silver and the gold, 
hich were put into the treasury of the Lord. — 
>sA. vi. 19. 

Q. Did any take of the spoil, and retain it for his private 

A. Yes : one Achan of the tribe of Judah, 
creted several articles in his tent.— JosA. vii. 1 • 

Q. What tsasjhe consequence? 

A. God was exceedingly angry, because he 
d prohibited them to touch any thing ; and 
ffered thepeople to be defeated in an attack 
en Ai, a little city, nine miles from Jerusalem. 
Josh. vii. 4-15. 

$. How roas Achan discovered? 

A. Upon the above defeat, God informed 
shua of the cause, and directed him to cast 
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lots among all the j)eople, when Achan was tak- 
en, and together with his family, was stoned to 
death. — Joslu vii. 16-26. 

Ohs, — When God commands, be will be obeyed. All each 
as refuse obedience-^how secretly soerer tbey may do it — 
-will sooner or later, be discovered, and be brougltt to mer- 
ited punishment. Perhaps not in this world ; although Di- 
vine Proyidence rww often brings to light the hidden works 
of darkness: but he will certainly expose, at the last great 
day, all the secret sin^ of mankind. When we are tempted to 
tin in secret, we should remember what God has said — 
<* Be sure your sin will find you out.'* 

LESSON XXIV. 

Q. IHd Joshua agtdn attack At ? 

A Yes ; and by stratagem took it, hung the 
king, and burned the town. In consequence of 
which, the kings on the other side of Jordan, ex- 
cept the Gibeonites, entered into a league for 
their mutual defence.— JbsA. viii. ix. 

Q. What MlowedthU victory P 

A. Joshua now removed the ark from Gilgal, 
to Mount Ebal, near fifty miles from Jenisalem, 
where |je set it up for a time between Mount 
Ebal, and Mount Gerrizim, and where he read 
to the people, the curses and blessings of the 
law. — Josli* viii. 33. 

Q. ^^y did not the Gibetndtet enter into an attiancef vdth 
their neighboured agcdnet the Itraelitee ? 

A* Because foreseeing the destruction of the 
inhabitants of the land, they deemed it expedient 
to make peace with Joshua, which they did by 
stratagem. — Josh* ix. 

Oht. — The stratagem of the Gibeonites, consisted in their 
sending ambassadors, who pretended that" tbey had come 
from a peopl« in a distant country to seek peace and alli- 
ance with Israel. 

Joshua, being deceived by their professions, granted 
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their request. When, however, he discovered the deception, 
although he confirmed the treaty, he placed them in a state 
of porpetual servitude, aod tribute to the Israelites. 

Q. Horw did the other tribes of the PhiUstineg regard thU 
treaty vdth the Gibeonitet ? 

A. They were much displeased with it, and 
having united their forces, came upon their city- 
— Josh^ X. 

Q. Did they succeed in destroying it ? 

A, No*, for, Joshua coming to'the assistance 
of the Gibeonites, entirely routed them. — Josh. x« 

Q. JVhai miraculous event took place during the battle ? 

A. The day, not being sufficiently long to ac- 
complish the overthrow of the enemy, at the 
prayer of Joshua, God caused the sun and moon 
to stop in their course, for a considerable time. 
— Josh^ X. 

Q. Did Joshua conquer the rohole land, which God promised 
to the descendants of Abraham f 

A. No: most of the Canaanitish nations were 
made tributary to the Israelites ; but were not 
destroyed, as God had enjoined. Those which 
remained unsubdued, were not conquered until 
the time of David. — Josh. xi. 23, ^Sam* v. 6-8 

Q. Did Joshua divide the land among the twelve tribes ? 

A. Yes: he settled the tribes of Beuben, 
Gad and Manasseh on the east side of Jordan, 
and the remainder on the west ; Asher,Naphtali, 
ZebulcHi, and Issachar occupied the north ; 
Ephraim, and the half tribe of Manasseh, the 
middle ; Judah, Benjamin, Dan, and Simeon, 
the south. — Josh^ xiii. 

Q. Where was the Israetitish camp all this time ? 

A. At Gilgal — but as soon as the tribes of 
Judah, and Josepi) had received theii^llotment 
of the land, Joshua led the people to Shiloh, near 
the centre of Canaan, where he set up the tab- 
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emacle, at which place it ciuitinupd 328 years, 
till tike time of Samuel. — Josh, xviii. 1. 1 Sam. 
i. 3. 

Q. Sttw Umg lud Joihtto gvoem ihe peoplr, m the land tf 

Cantum ? 

A. A bout twenty-five years, from the time they 
paased over Jordan. 

Q. Befsre coneiudtng thi* chapter, can you let! me iahg God 
dtrecledlAe Canaamlea le te treated with >o much severity? 

A, Because they were uncommonly wicked ; 
being ^ven to the odious works of fornication 
and witchcraft — wicked sacrifices — to the mur- 
dering of children, and the eating of human fiesh. 
—Lei/, xviii. 24-30. 

Obi. — It ahould be remembered that this awful inatBDce of 
one aation'a deatrojing another, and seising their landi and 
poiieMioag, wa> authorized hy GoJ himtelf; and he, more- 
over, aaiiited them by several WDndtrful miraciet. These 
nations were ripe for deitruction, and tbe Israelites were 
appointed to be the executioner* of tbe divine vengeance. 
Had thoy not thui been. apecialiy directed to dettroj these 
ualiona. Bad take pnsEcsion of their couatrj, they could 
BDt have been jualified in doing it. 
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Judges. 
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LESSON XXV. 

Q. Bid Joakua leave any euq^eeetr, in the gvoemmeta of 
Itrael P 

A. None ; but ever>" city had its elders, and 
each tribe its respective prince or miUtary lead- 
er ; and, in times of danger, God raised up a 
leader, who was styled ^Jvdgt. — DeuU i. 13; 
Josh. xxiv. 1 ; JvAg. ii. 16, 19. 

Q. What power fUd these judget enjoy ? 

A. It was nearly absolute, while they contin- 
ued in office ; but when they had performed the 
object, for which they were appointed, they 
retired to private life. 

Ohi* — Samael appears to have been an exception, since ii 
is said of him, that he judg;ed Israel all the days of his life. — 
1 Sam. vii. 15. 

Q. Who appointed these judget .^ 

A. They were generally ap(X)inted by God 
himself, whose special commission was known 
by the extraordinanv gifts, communicated to 
them, and by the exploits which he enabled them 
to perform. Sometimes, however, on the death 
of a judge, the people appointed one themselves, 
to supply his place. — Judg. ii. 16, 19. 

Q. Sfcnv many judges ruled over Israel? 

A. There were fifteen in all: Othniel being 
the first, and Samuel the la^. 

Mention some of the nui$t distinguished of them. 

Ehud, Gideon, Jephthah, Samson and 
Samuel. 

Q. Did they assume any badges of distinction ? 

A. They were greatly honoured, but 'they 
bore no external badges of distinction^ and re- 
ceived no emolumei.t. 

Q. Sow long did this kind of government last ^ 
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A. About three hundred and fifty years, until 
Saul was chosen king. 

Q. During this period^ did the Israelitea make any new 
conquests ? 

J. Several ; but they often suffered greatly 
by meansof theCanaanitish; and other neigh- 
bouring nations. 

Q. Wherefore did God permit them to be thus ajflicted? 

A. On account of their frequent relapses into* 
idolatry, and their neglect to destroy theCanaan- 
ites, as commanded by God. — Jiidg. ii» 11, 15. 

Q. Who -was the first judge ? ^ , 

A. Othniel, whb delivered the Israelites from 
the king of Mesopotamia, to whom they had 
been tributary eight years.-^J?/rf^. iii. 9, 10. 

Q. How long did they enjoy peaces after this ? 

A. Forty years ; but after the death of Oth- 
niel, they relapsed into open idolatry, upon 
which God suffered them to be conquered by 
Eglon, king of Moab. — Judg. iii. 12, 14. 

Q. By -whom -were they delivered ? 

A. After being tributary to him for eighteen 

Sears, God raised up Ehud, who dehvered them 
y killing Eglon, after whose death, the northern 
part of Canaan enjoyed rest eighty years.— 
Jz£^. iii. 15, 30. 

Q. Did not the other part of the land erpoy peace, at the same 
time ? 

A. No ; they were oppressed, by the sur- 
rounding heathen tribes, particularly by Sisera, 
an able general of Jabin, king of Canaeui. — 
Judg> iv. 1, 2. 

Q. Byvhom vfos their deliverance effected? 

A. By Deborah, a prophetess and judge, who 
appointed Barak, a young man, to concert mea- 
sures with her, by which, Jabin and Sisera were 

6 
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killed, after which the northern part of the land 
had rest for forty years. — Judg* iv. 4, 24. 

Q. How did the ItrtteHtea commemmorate tku victory ? 

A. In a triumphal song, composed by Debo- 
rah, for the occasion. — Judg. v. 

LESSON. XXVI. 

Q. What was the conduct of the Israeliteg, after this P 

A. It was not long, before they turned again 
from the worship of God to idolatry; upon 
which, God visited them with famine, and after- 
wards scourged them, by means of the Midian- 
ites, Amalekites, and others ; so that they could 
neither sow, nor reap, with success, for seven 
years. — Judg. vi. 1-6. 

Q. By -whom -were they delivered, from this calamity ? 

A. By Gideon, who, with only three hundred 
men, put the enemy entirely to rout. — Judg. vi. 
11, &c. ; vii. viii. 

Q. What rffoa the conduct of the Israelites, after the death 
of Gideon ? 

A. They soon renoiinced the true God, and 
turned to the worship of the gods of the heathen. 

Q. Who succeeded Gideon ? 

A. Abimelech, a son of his, who seems to 
have usurped authority, and to have acted like 
a king ; but at length was obliged to flee, and 
perished, in an attempt to recover his authority. 

— Judg. ix. . 

Q. Who vfQS the sixth judge? ^ 

A. Tolah, a pious, discreet man, who judged 
Israel twenty-three years, in which time, he 
effected a reformation among the people and 
brought them back to the worship of the tme 
God. — Judg* X. 1, 2. 
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Q. Who succeeded Tolah? 

A. Jair, who ruled Israel, in peace, twenty- 
two years. — Judg.x*S. • . 

Q. H^ra long did the Israelites persevere in their duty to 
trodf after Jair ? 

A. No sooner was he dead, than they forsook 
the Lord, and publicly served Baalim and Asta- 
roth, gods of the heathen. — Judg. x. 6. 

Q. Did not God punish them? • 

A. He excited the Philistines, on the west, 
and the Ammonites, on the east, to invade and 
oppress them, for eighteen years, — Jud^. x. 8. 

Q. HoTo -were they deHveredfrom their enemies ? 

Ji. Jephthah was appointed their general, in a 
full assemblyof the chiefs, and was enabled so to 
weaken the Ammonites in the war, . that they 
never invaded Israel any more. — Judg* xi. 

Q. What vow did Jephthah make before he took the field ? 

A. He vowed, tnat if he returned with victory, 
he would offer for a burnt-offering, whatever 
should first come out of his house, to meet him, 
— Judg* xi. 30. 

Q, What did first come out to meei him ? 

A» His own daughter, whom he sacrificed, 
according to his vow. — Judg. xi, 34-39, 

Obs. '■'The vow of Jephthah was rash and improper. 
The Lord had prescribed the animals that were to be offered 
in the different kinds of sacrifices, and there were, likewise, 
different kinds of vows, and particular regulations respect- 
ing^ them. It was, therefore, exceedingly absurd to vow in 
the manner he did. Nor was he bound to perform a vow so 
rash, bat to repent of having made it. Jephthah was a good 
man, and acted conscientiously, but he erred as to duty. 
The scriptures no where justify his conduct. 

Q. Who succeeded Jephthah ? 

A. Iz ban, and after him Elon, and Abdon, du- 
ring whose service of twenty-five years the Israel- 
lites generally enjoyed peace. — Judg. xii. 8-15, 
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Q. What judge vat appointed after Abdon ? 

A. For a long time the people could not agree 
in the choig? of a successor; in consequence of 
which they fell into their old impieties, and fol- 
lowed after other gods, on which account, God 
permitted them to be scourged, by the Philistines 
for the space of forty years. 

LESSON XXVIL 

r Q. By tohom -were they delivered from the Philistines ? 

*A: By Samson, who was a Nazarite, and 
who by a series of wonderful providences, was 
raised to be a defence of Israel, and a scourge 
to the Phihstines, their oppressors. — Judg. xiii. 
7. xiv. 6, 19. 

Q. Who -were the JSTazarites ? 

A. Such Jews as practised a particular sort of 
separation, and devotedness to God — some for 
life, and others, for a limited time. — Num. vi. 

Q. Whai rules did they observe ? 

A.. They were to abstain from wine and strong 
liquors ; they were not to approach a dead body, 
and were to let their hair grow, till the days of 
their vows were fulfiUeJ.r— iVwmiers vi. Acts 
xviii. 18. 

Q. What were some of Samsoti's exploits ? 

A. At one time he slew a lion, on his way to 
Timnath ; at another, with only the jaw bone of 
an ass, he killed a thousand men — carried sever- 
al miles, as it is thought, the massy gates of 
Gaza, and ended his life, by overturning a tem- 
ple of the Philistines, which, in its fall, destroyed 
^»'ee thousand of their principal men. Judg. xiv. 
3, XV. 13, 14, xvi. 11, 13, 30. 

What was tfte character of Samson ? 

'. He was a good man, but he often greatly 
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sinned, fox which, God severely punished him, 
especially, by delivering him to the Philistines, 
to vex and oppress. 

Q. Was Sanuon justifiable in killing himself as he did? 

A. Self-murder is condemned in the word of 
Grod — but in the case of Samson, he was raised 
up to avenge the people of God and the cause 
of true religion. He seems to have acted under 
a divine impulse, and to have received power 
from God to remove the pillars, by which the 
house fell upon the Philistines. 

Q. Wa» there any other judge in Israeli in the time ofSam' 
son ? 

A. Eli, the high priest, seems to have acted in 
some cases as the supreme magistrate. 

Q. U(yw long did EU enjoy the priesthood ? 

A. Forty years ; but it was taken from his 
family on account of his remissness in the gov- 
ernment of his sons* — 1 Sam* iii. 12, 14, iv. 18. 

Q. ffho xtfere his sons ? 

A. Hophni, and Phinehas, who, by reason of 
their wickedness, were slain in battle ; during 
which also the ark was taken; and thirty thou- 
sand Israelites were killed. — 1 Sam. iv. 10-17. 

Q. How did EU receive this intelligence ? 

A* He fell backward from his seat, and in- 
stantly expired. — 1 Sam.'\v. 18. 

Q. What became of the ark ? 

A. The Philistines carried it to Ashdod, and 
placed it near an image of their idol, Dagon, 
which, however, fell before the ark, and was 
broken. The inhabitants, also, were affected 
with sore disease, until tJiey returned it. It was 
carried to Kiijath-jearim, ten miles north-west 
from Jerusalem, where it remained for many 
vears. — 1 Sam., v. and vi. and vii. K 2. 
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Q. Who succeeded Eli ? 

A. barauel, who was the last of the judges, 
and seems to have continued in office, all the 
days of his life. — 1 Sam> iii. 19, 21. 

Q. if hat xoas the state of religivi in SamueVt time. 

A. During the former part of his ministry, re- 
ligion very much revived; the people became 
sensible of their sins, and turned to tlie Lord. 

Obs. — The condition of Israel does not appear so prosper- 
ous, and the national character so religious, during the his- 
tory of the Judges, as might have been expected, from the 
previous blessings conferred upon them. They often apos- 
tatised, and idolatries were multiplied in the land. Yet God 
had a pious remnant, who feared nnd served him, and on ac- 
count of whom, he preserved the nation from merited ruin. 

Q. What change -was effected in the government of the i«- 
raeliteSf in the latter part of SamueVs life ? 

A, The people, becoming weaiy of the gov- 
ernment of judges, demanded of Samuel a ki?ig, 
who should ii,overn them, after the manner of 
other nations. — l Sam. viii. 19, 20. 

Q. Was this measure displeasing to God ? 

A. Yes. highly so ; since in rejecting Samuel 
as a judge, they rejected the authority of God, 
who had appointe^d him. — 1 Sam. viii. 7. 

Q. But -johat did God direct Samuel to do ? 

A, To hearken to the people, and make them 
a king; but to assure them that the change, 
which they desired, would be followed bymajiy 
grievous calamities. — 1 Sam. viii. 9, 2^. 
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Reign of Saul. 



Samutl anoinlt SauL 

LESSON xxvin. 



jamiri.— 1 Sam. ix. 1,2, 

Q. Haw long be/are Chritf -oat lliii ? 

, Jl. 1096 B.C. and 507 years after the depart- 
ure of the Israelites from Egypt. 

Q. Hov long did the regal govemiaBm last ? 

Ji- About five hundred and thirty years ; from 
Saul to the Babylonish captivity. 

Q* Hufiiig thu Intg period, hmamany kings rtiied? 

A. Forty-two; at first there was only one, but 
aftf^r the division of the tribes, there were two. 

Q. What hingt reigned befara the diviaiaa of l/ie iHbet ? 

A. Saul, David, and Solomon. 

Q. fVha reigned over Ike kinglioni if hraet, after the sepa- 
ration ? 

A. These nineteen, not one of whom was a 
piousprince : Jeroboam tlie first, Nadab. Bna- 
sha, Elah, Zimri, Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah, Jpho- 
ram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, Joash, Jeroboam the 
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second, Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, Peka- 
hiah, Pekah, and Hoshea. 

Q. Who -were the kingB of Judah, ofter the separation ? 

A. These twenty : — RehoDoam, Abijah, Asa, 
Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athaliah the 

gueen, Joash, Amaziab, Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
[ezekiah, Maoasseh, Amon, Josiah, Jehoahaz, 
Jehoiakim, Jehoiabhin, and Zedekiah* 

Q. Were all thete kitiffs of Judah also grecU tinners as •well 
as the kings of Israel ? 

A. A few of thecn were very religious, some 
very wicked, and others of an incfifferent, or 
mixed character. 

Q. Was there any difference in the character and condition 
of tht Israelites, -when a pious, or toicked prince -was on the 
throne ? 

A. Yes : the character of the reigning prince 
always gave a leading comple^on to that of the 
nation. 

06«.— Whea a g^ood king, ascended the throne, he never 
failed to reform, and exalt, the public manners, and condi- 
tion ; but, when a wicked king assumed the government, 
he never failed to draw the community after him, into deep 
depravity and suffering. ^ When the righteous are in au- 
thority, the people rejoice ; but, when the wicked beareth 
rule, th<» people mourn.*' 

Q Horw long did Saul reign ? 

A. Forty years, during which time he had 
perpetual struggles with the Ammonites, Moab- 
ites, and Philistines. 

Q. Did he not achieve some important victories ? 

A. Several; particularly over the Philistines. 

Q. Why did God take the kingdom from the family of Saul ? 

A. Because he neglected to destroy the Amal- 
ekites, according to the divine direction, for 
opposing the passage of the Israelites into Ca- 
naan. —1 «Sam. xv 28. ' 

Q. Whom did God choose to succeed Saul ? 
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A. David, the son of Jesse, whom Samuel 
anointed, some time before Saul's death. — 
1 Sam. xvi. 1 . 

Q. fVat Saul acguainledmth GmPa choice of David, at hit 

■3. At first it does not appear thai he was. 

Q. Whai remarkable exploit, did David per/arm, -ahile 
Saul suu kinr ? 

■A. He slewGohah, a Philistine, of uncommon 
stature, upon which tlie army of the Piiilistines 
fled, and were slaughtered. — I ^am-xvij. 19-54. 

Q. Did Saul partake af the general foy, oh l!iU event ? 

A. No ; he now became jealous of David, 
and sought, in various ways, to take his hfe. — 
1 Sam. xviii. 5-8. 

Q. Hirw did Saul die? 

A. Being wounded, in an engagement with the 
Philistines, and finding his cause desperate, he 
fell upon his own sword, and perished. — 1 Sam. 
xxxi. 3,4. 
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Samuel attaints Darid. 

LESSON XXIX. 
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Q. Did David assume the government^ immedtatefy after 
the death of Saul? 

Ji' Not until he had been anointed, and had 
been proclaimed king, at Hebron, by the tribe of 
Judah. — 2 Sam* ii. 1-4. 

Q. Boro long was this, before Christ ? 

A About 1055 B. C. 

Q, Was David king of all the land of Israel ? 

A. Not at first. Only the tribe of Judah ac- 
knowledged him ; the remaining tribes adhered 
to Ishbosheth, the son of Saul ; but, about two 
years after, he being killed, all the tribes sent 
deputies, to David, acknowledging his title. — 
2 Sam. ii. 8, 9; and'w. 5, 7; arSi v. 1-6. 

Q. Where did David fix his residence^ after this union f 

Ji* At Jerusalem, a part of which had, until 
now, been held by the Jebusites, one of the 
Canaanitish tribes ; but was taken possession of 
by David, with difficulty. — 2 Sam. v. 6-9. 

06r. — According to Josephus, this is thegsame place that 
was called Salem^ io the time of Abraham, and aiterwards 
Jebus, By compounding these two names, with a slight 
alteration, the name Jerusalem was derived. 

Q. ffortf did David dispose of the ark ? 

A. He attempted to remove it, from the house 
of Abinadab, a Kirjath-Jearim, where it had 
remained nearly fifty years, to Jerusalem ; but 
Uzzah, one of the arivers, rashly putting forth 
his hand, to prevent its falling, (jod struck him 
dead ; upon which David carried the ark aside, 
to the house of Obed Edom, a Levite, without 
the walls of Jerusalem, where it remained three 
months, before its fiaual removal to Jerusalem. — 
2 Sam. vi. 1-17. 

O**.— The punishment of Uzzah, will not be thought to 
mve been too severe, if it be remembered that onlj such 
^evites, as were of the hoas^ of Kohath, had a right to 
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attend the ark, and that they were extlre&sljr forbidden to 
touch it. — JVtim. iv. 15. 

Q. Did not David propote to b^tild a temple to God? 

A. He did ; but as he had been a man of war, 
God directed that Solomon, his son, should build 
it. — 2 Sam. vii. 

^. What was the character of David? 

A. Inasmuch as God styles him a man after 
his own heart, it must be concluded, that he was 
eminently pious, and devoted to God. — Acis^ 
xiii. 22. 

• Q. But raas he not gviUy of several henious transgressions ? 

A. Yes ; he committed adultery -with Bath- 
sheba, the wife of Uriah, and was accessary to 
his death — besides other sins and offences. — 2 
Sam. xi. 4, 14 — 17. 

Q. But how could a mont so pious as David waSf sin so 
grievo^tsly ? i 

A. The best men, in the present world, are 
very imperfect. Good men sin, as well as wick- 
ed men, but not habitually ; besides, good men 
always repent, while wicked men do not* 

Q. Did David repent ? 

A. Yes, deeply and sincerely (P^. li.) ; and 
God so far pardoned him, as not to punish him 
with eternal death ; but he told him that he 
should suffer distressing tenjporal calamities; 
which he did in the death of Bathsheba's child ; 
in the murder of Amnon, his eldest son ; and in 
the rebellion, and awful death of Absalom. — 2 
Sam. xii. 9, 14. — xiii. 14, 28, 37. — xviii. 9, 14. 

LESSON XXX. 

Q. Who murdered Jlmnon^ David's eldest son ? 

A. Absalom, because of Amnon's reproach 
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ful conduct towards Tamar, Absalom^s own sis- 
ter.— 2 5am. xiii. 14, 28. 

Q. WhimrdidAbiaiomftee? 

A. To Geshur, where, after remaining three 
years, David recalled him. — 2 Sam* xiii. 37, 38. 

Q. H9W 4id Maalom conduct after fUa return ? 

A. Expepting to succeed to the throne of his 
father, since his two elder brethren, Amnon and 
Chileah, were dead, and, unwilling to wait till his 
father's decease, he procured himself to be pro- 
claimed king, at Hebron, where his father's royal 
seat had been. — 2 Sam. xiv. and xv. 

Q. What -mat the istue of this rebellion ? 

A. Absalom's adherents increasing, he march- 
ed towards Jerusalem, into which he entered, in 
triumph ; but, finding David had fied, he passed 
over Jordan, in pursuit of him. — 2 Sam. xv. 14. 

Q. WhfU became of^batUom? 

A. While riding, with great speed, he passed 
under an oak, in whose branches, becoming en- 
tangled, he was found suspended, by bis hair, by 
Joab, David's general, who slew him. — ^^am. 
xviii. 9. 14, 

O^i.-t-^The trag^ical death of Absalom, should be a solemn 
warning, to wicked and disobedient children. Such children 
were, by the law of Moses, to,be etoned to death. — Deut, 

xii. 21. Absalom was hungf, and^of course, was cursed 

Deut* xTLi. 23 ; and, bein^ considered unworthy of a burial, 
was taken dowDf thrown into a pit, and corered with a heap 
ofstones. 

Q. Why did David mourn, so much, about Absalom ? 

A. David, being an affectionate parent, felt 

tenderly towtutls Absalom, notwithstanding his 

wicked conduct; but, what pierced his heart 

with Ae keenest sorrow, was the reflection, 

Hat* he bad died an enemy to God. — 2 *Sam» 

mi. 33. 
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Q. Ofvhat Hn wm David guilty, fowarda the close of kh 
reign ? 

A. His pride and vanity, led him to nunnber 
his people, in order to make an estimate of his 
power and grandeur. — 2 Sam. xxiv. 2, 

Q, Horn vfM he punioheds for this ? 

A. God sent a pestilence, upon Israel, which^ 
in three days, destroyed seventy thousand men. 
— 2 Sam* xxiv. 15. 

Q. But, "why should these men smfer, for David^s sin ? 

A. They did not suffer for David? s sin, but 
his 3in presented a fit occasion for God to punish 
them for their oz^w sin. 

Q. Horuf old -was David, laheti he died? 

A. He was in his seventy-first year, having 
reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three 
in Jerusalem ; and was succeeded by Solomon, 
his son. — 2 Sam> ii. 11. 1 Kings ii. 1 1 . 

Q. What -wcLS the state of religion, in the time of David? 

A. It was more flourishing, thah it had been 
for many years before. The whole land was 
subdued ; the ark was removed to Jerusalem ; 
the order of worship was better fettled; the 
songs of David were introduced, and the cove- 
nant of grace again renewed- 

Oh»* — This was now the fifth time, that the coveaant of 
grace was renewed. The first time, was to Adam ; the 
86con(|, to Noah ;' the third, to the patriarchs, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob; the fourth, in the wilderness, to Mos^; 
and now, the fifth to Dayid* 
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Reign if Solomon' 



Solomon's Ten^U, 
LESSON XXXI. 

Q, What did Svlamon da, vfonthititathiif hit father J 

A. Being established, iipcHi the throne, he 
assembled the people at Gibeon, where he took 
their oath of allegiaoce to himself, as king> Here 
we read that^Jod appeared to him, in a visiwi, 
and prambed to grant him, whatever he should 
ask.— I Kings, iii. 5. 

Q. What iiiht mkJ 

A, ThatGod would give him a wise and tm- 
derstanding heart, for the due adfloinistration of 
the goremment. — 1 Kings, iii. 9. 

Q. Dm Qodgmnl kii Ttqvril ? 

A. Yes: he endued him with wisdom, beyond 
all that were before him, and, oioreover, pro- 
mised to add abundance of riches and honor. — 
IffiT^j, iii.ll-15. 

A Probably, when he was about twenty. 

<2. What vat OutharaeltTiifluM reign f 

A. It was generally prosperous, and peaceful. 
Hl^infj, r. 4. 
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' ^;W%at alliances did Keffrm*^ 

A. One with Pharaoh, (Vaphrcs) King of 
Egypt, whose daughter he married ; aini renew- 
ed one, which his father had made, with Hiram, 
King of Tyre.— I Kings, nu 1 ; and v. 1-13. 

<2. Whdl toas the tKltnt of his kingikni ? 

A • It had been greatly enlarged, since the time" 
that Joshua settled the tribes in the laiidr extend- 
ing from the Euphrates, on the east, to the l^nd 
of the Philistines, on the Mediterranean Sea, on 
the tv^est ; and to the river Nile, on the south, 
bordering on Egypt. — 1 Kings/iv, 20-25. 

Q. Did Solomon buUdatemple^ as God hadpromissd Baoid 
he should do ? 

A. Yes : he contracted with Hiram, King of 
Tyre, for a sufficient quantity of cedar, and other 
wood, and for a number of Sidonian workmen, 
to cut timber in the forests, for which he gave 
him twenty thousand measures of wheat, and 
twenty measures of pure oil, ayear.-l Kings, v. 

Q. Where had Hiram so much timber? 

Jl. On Mount Lebanon, whence it was 
brought, by sea, on floats, to Joppa, and carried 
thence, by land, to Jerusalem. — 1 Kings, v. 9. 

Q. What number of men were employed on Mount Lebanon? 

' A* Thirty thousand ; ten thousand pf whom, 
with Hiram's workmen, cut down the wood ; and 
seventy thousand more were employed in carry- 
ing it away. — 1 Kings, v. 13-1 8. 

Q. How many hewers of stone were employed ? 

A. Eighty thousand, besides those whom 
Hiram employed. — 1 Kings, \. 13-18. 

Q. Where did this temple stand ? 

A. On Mount JVforiah, near where Abraham 
offered up Isaac.-2 Chron. iii. 1, <^ Gen* xxii. 2. 

Q. How long was the temple in building ? 
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A^ Seven years attd a half. — V KingSj vi. 
37, 38. 

Q. What u>er$ the dimensions of this temple ? 

A . Apart from its courts, which made a square 
of half a mile in circumference, the temple was 
asniall structure, compared with many buildings, 
in ancient and modern times. It was about one 
hundred feet long,, thirty-three feet wide, and 
fifty feet high, with an ornamental steeple, of 
about two hundred feet high. — 1 Kings, \'u 2, 3. 

LESSON XXXII. 

Q. When weu the temple dedicated ? 

A. One thousand and four years before Christ. 

Q. How long did it stand ? 

A* The temple, plundered by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, King of Babylon, was pulled down, after it 
had stood four hundred and twenty-four years, or 
longer according to some. 

Q. Did Solomon erect any other pubKc buildina;s ? 

Ji. Several. He built a palace for himself, 
about which he spent thirteen years ; and one 
for his Egyptian queen ; also, a country seat, of 
great magnificence, which he called the house of 
the forest of Lebanon ; besides which, he erected 
a senate4iouse, called Millo, and repaired and 
fortified many cities. — 1 Kings, vii. 1 , 2, 8; xi. 27. 

Q. fiow did Solomon raise monet/^for Vtest expenme works? 

j1. David, his father, had laid up great treas- 
ures, during his long reign ; besides which Solo- 
mon had vast quantities of gold, brought from 
Ophir, and other countries. — 1 Chron. xxii. 5, 

14; xxviii. 11-19; xxix. 2. 
Obs, — David says, (1 C^ron. xxii. 14,) that he had collect- 
t for the templet ao hundred thousand talents of gold, $ui4 
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a million talents of silver. Callini: the talent of gold (see 
Jahn's Antiq.) J56475, and the talent of gilver £342, (leaving 
out the odd shillings) this sum would amount to 789 millions 
of pounds sterling. Dr. Scott, however, thinks that some 
mistake has been made by transcribers, as to. the number of 
talents, which David had collected ; since, as he observes, 
^< this enormous quantity would more than have sufficed to 
erect an edifice, as large as the temple itself, apart from its 
courts, of solid gold and silver .'' Solomon added greatly to 
this sum ; for we read (I Kings, x. 14,) that the weight of 
gold, which came to Solomon, in each year, was 666 talents, 
more than three millions and a half pounds sterling, besides 
that which he received of " all the kings of Arabia, and of 
the governors of the country/' 
^. How was Solomon respected .^ 

A. The fame of his wisdom, and magnificence, 
spread throughout the earth. Among those who 
visited him, was the queen of Sheba, (a country, 
probably, of Abyssinia,) who confessed, that, 
notwithstanding the greatness of his fame, the 
half had not been told her. — 1 Kings, ix. and x. 

Q. Did Solomon maintain his diaraeter^ for vfisdom^ while 
he lived? 

A* The latter actions of his life, sadly tarnish- 
ed and disgraced his character, for he had seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred 
concubines^ all descended from idolatrous na- 
tions, who, in his old age, seduced him to the 
worship of idols. — 1 Kings, x\. 1-9. 

Q. How did God punish hinty for his apostaey ? >^ 

A. He sent Ahijah, the prophet, to inform him * 
that he would stir u{) enemies against him, and . 
divide Iiis kingdom, into two parts, and leave 
only the tribe of Judah to his son ; |nd that his 
servant should be set over the other tribes. This 
is the fatal period, whence we may date Solo- 
mon's personal calamities, and the declension of 
the Jewish state.r-1 Kings, xi. U, 23, 26 — 36» 

•7* r 
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A* ^No : for it pleased God to withhold these 
calamities from the house of Solomon, till the 
days of his son.— I Kings xi. 34, 35. 

Q. DH Solomon repent of those tintt on aeeouni o tchichf 
he provoked ih^ anger of Ooa ? 

A. It is generally thought, that the book of 
Ecclesiastes, which he wrote, is a sort of proof 
that he repented, because he there describes the 
vanity of every labour and every enjoyment, un- 
der the s|un, and sums up all in the fear of God, 
and keeping his commandments, as the whole 
dutVr or chief interest of man. — Ecck. i. and ii. 
ana xii. 13, 14. 

Q. Wfutt WM the state of the Jewish Churchy in the reign of 
Solomon / 

A . It had arrived to its highest ertemal glory ; 
but, from this time, it gradually declined, till 
Christ came. 

' 06«. — The time when the temple was finished, and dedi- 
cated, was about the middle, between the calling of Abra- 
ham and the coming of Christ. The prosperity of the church 
had been gradually increasing, to this time ; but it had now 
reached its height. The kingdom was extensive ; the Israel- 
ites exceedingly numerous ; peace prevailed ; the worship 
and ordinances of God were fully established ; a splendid 
temple was erected ; and the people, in the enjoyment of 
religion, were happy. But, in the latter end of Solomon's 
reign, thing? began tQ darken, and troubles to arise. 
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Q. irho tucatdal Solomiin, at king f 

A. Rehoboam, his son ; but, being a weak 
and imprudent man, and hearkening to the ad- 
vice of young men, equally weak and imprudent, 
as himself, he refused to diminish the taxes im- 
posed upon the people, by Solomon ; whereupon, 
all the tribes, except Judah and Benjamin, 
declared for Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, an 
overseer of the public buildings, in the lime of 
Solomon. — I Kmgs,Ti't. 43; xii. 8, &c. 

Q. Di4 Rehoboam iSt no m-ojuru to pacify Iht pertpW 

Ji. It is thought that he offered to redress their 
grievances; but it was now too late. Instead of 
accepting his proposal, the people stoned his 
messenger to death. — 1 Kings, xii. 1 8. 

Q. Iflial effortididhttifxtmake lo rcumrr kit kingdom f 

A. He assembled an army of 180,000 men, 
and was marching against Jeroboam, when the 
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prophet Shemaiah, met him, and admonished him 
to desist; upon which Rehoboam disbanded his 
army, and returned home. — 1 Kings xii. 21-24. 

Q. How did Jeroboam befiave himself in his new kingdom f 

A. His chief care was to gain the affections 
of his subjects, and to widen the breach between 
the people of the two kingdoms. 

Q. By what means did he attempt to alienate his people from 
Judah an d Benjamin ? 

A. To prevent the people from going to Jeru- 
salem, three times a year, to sacrifice, as the law 
of Moses required, he setup two calves of ^old — 
one at Dan, and the other at Bethel, which he 
enjoined them to worship ; moreover, he banish* 
ed the Levites, who refused to comply, with his 
idolatry — ordained other priests, and, occasion- 
ally, officiated in the priest's office himself. — 1 
Kings xii. 26 — 33. 

Q. Did not God punish him for this ? 

A. Yes; as Jeroboam was celebrating the 
feast of tabernacles, a prophet appeared, and 
prophesied against the altar, and told the king 
that one Josiak, who should be born of the house 
of David, should kill, and offer the priests of the 
high places, thereon. — 1 Kings xiii. 1-3. 2 Kings 
xxii. 1, 2, and xxiii. 4-14. 

Q. What did Jeroboam do to this prophet? 

A. Being highly incensed, he put forth his 
hand, and ordered his officer to seize the prophet; 
hut his hand immediately withered^ and dried up ; 
nor was it restored, until he confessed his sin, and 
humbled himself to the prophet. — 1 Kings xiii. 
4-6. 

Q. How long was this prophecy deliveredy before Jonah 
u bom/ 

.4. Above threfe hundred yeai> 



BIBLE HISTORY. 81 

Q. Did Rehtiboam continue uteadfastin the law of the Lord? 

A. For about three years he did, after which 
he gave himself wholly to idolatry. — ^2 Citron. 
X. 17. 

Q. Hwo did God punish Rehoboam ? 

A. He raised up Shishak, king of Egypt, 
who invaded Judea ; and, entering Jerusalem, 
plundered the temple and royal treasury. — 1 
Kings xi\. 25 — 27. 

Q. How long did Rehoboam live after this ? 

A. Twelve years; during which time, he 
had perpetual quarrels with^ Jeroboam. — 1 
Kings ^ XV. 6. 

LESSON XXXIV. 

Q. Who nteeeeded Rehoboam ? 

j1. Abijah, his son ; a man of an active, and 
martial spirit. — 1 Kings xv. 1. 

Q. How did he shew it ? 

A. Designing to recover the ten tribes from 
Jeroboam, he assembled 400,000 men, with 
whom, he marched against Rehoboam, who 
had an army of 800,000. In a battle which 
ensued, Jeroboam lost 500,000 men, and the 
remainder were put to ilight* — ^2 Chron. xiii. 
3,17. 

Q. Did Abijah pursue him ? 

A. Yes; and so weakened Jeroboam, that 
afterwards, he could do him no injury. — Ferse 
19, 20. 

Q. ffhat was AbijaWs character? 

A. He pretended to favor the worship of the 
true God ; but pursued the sins and idolatries of 
his father. — Compared Chron. xiii. 11, 12, with 

1 X^T^^XV. 3. 
Q. frho succeeded Abijah ? 

A. After a three years reign, Asa, his son. 
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succeeded to the throne. He was a. pious 
prince, and reformed many abuses, which had 
mingled themselves with the worship of God. — 
I KlJissxv. 8—15. 
^. IVailhf lando/Judahinvadtd,in the time oj^ ^la f 
A. By Zerah, king of Cush, in Arabia, who 
came with a million of meri, and three hun- 
dred armed chariots. But Asa was enabled to 
vanquish him, and returned to Jerusalem, in 
triumph. — 2 Ckron. xiv. 8 — 15. 

Q. H«w Aii A la jfms Kit gratilude .' 

^. By a still furtlier reformation of the wor- 
ship of God, and by appointing a day of thanks- 
^vmg, on which, he and his people, entered 
mto solemn covenant, to serve and worship ths 
true God. — 2 Ckron. ^v. 

Jku long did JtTobeam line .' 
Ji. Until the second year of Asa, and was 
then succeeded by his wicked son Nadab, who 
in less than two years was succeeded by Baa- 
sha.— 1 Kings XV. 9. 25. 27. 
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Reign of Elah, Zimri, Omri, Jehoskaphai, ^* 
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Q. How many kings rdgntd over Israel from Baasha to 
Ahab? 

A. Three ; Elah, Zimri, and Omri but their 
reigns were not distinguished by any remarka- 
ble events. — 1 Kings xvi. 6, 8, 2S« 

Q. When did Ahdb come to the throne of Israel ? 

A. In the 38th year of Asa — ^three years after 
which, Jehoshapnat succeeded Asa to the throne 
of Judah* — 1 Kings xvi. 29. xxii. 41. 

Q. What was the cJiaraeter ofAhab ? 

A. He was wholly given to idolatry — mar- 
ried a heathen wife, and built several heathen 
temples to Baal ; for which God, by Elijah, the 
prophet, brought upon his land a distressing 
drought, which lasted three years and a haXu 
I Kings xvi. 30, 33, and xvii. 1. 

Q. aow Did JUtab treat the prophet f 

A. He would have seized him, but Elijah 
escaped, and in a retired spot, lived a whole 
year> being miraculously led by ravens. — 1 
Kings xvii. 3 — 7. 

Q. Whither did the prophet go from this f 

A. To Sarepta, (now called Saraphan) sit- 
uated three hours' travel from Sidon, where he 
was entertained two years by a poor widow, 
whose flour and oil were miraculously supplied 
during that time. — 1 Kings^ xvii. 8 — 16. 

Q. Did any remarkable event occur during his abode with 
this widow ^ 

A. Her only scm died ; but the prophet was 
cabled, in confirmation of his divme mission, 
to| raise him to life, and to restore him to his 
mother. — 1 Kings^ xvii. 17 — 24. - 

Q. Whiihwdid EMjahgo after this ? 
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^.'By divine direction, he returned to the 
land of Israel, and meeting Ahab, proposed to 
determine the question, whether tlie gods Ahab 
worshipped, or the Go(d be worshipped, was the 
true God. — 1 Kings, xv'iiu 

Q. In what way was this to be determined ? 

^. By a sacrifice offered on the part of each, 
and the God which should answer by fire, and 
consume the sacrifice, should be the God of 
Israel. 

Q. Did Ahab consent ? 

A* Yes ; and assembled 850 idolatrous proph- 
ets and priests, on Mount Carmel, the place ap- 
pointed, where a sacrifice was offeree! by them 
and EHjah. 

Q. What was the result ? 

A. Elijah was answered by fire fi-om God, 
which consumed his sacrifice, and the water 
poured upon it — while the prophets of Baal 
cried unto their god in vain. 

Q. What did Elijah do upon thisf 

j1. As a prophet of God, clothed with power, 
he ordered all the idolatrous priests to be put to 
death. 

Q. How was Elijah treated after (his ? 

A* Jezebel, Ahab's wife, threatened to take 
his life ; but he escaped and went to Beershe- 
ba, and thence to Horeb, being fed by an angel 
on the way. At Horeb, God appeared to him 
in a vision — ^told him that he had seven hun- 
dred faithful servants .still in Israel, and directed 
him to go to Damascus, and on his way to an- 
oint Hazael to be king of Syria — ^Jehu to be 
king of Israel, and Elisha to be his successor in 
ihe prophetic office. — 1 Kings^ xix. 
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Q. Wert there any wars in Ahab''t time ? 

A* Yes ; Benhadad, king of Syria, made 
war upoD him, but in the first invasion was de- 
feated, and narrowly escaped with his life. — 1 
King€^ xx» 1 — 21, 

Q. Whatvcas the result of the second invasion ?, 

A. Benhadad was again defeated, and obliged 
to sue for peace. — 1 Kings, xx. 22 — 34. 

Q. Did Ahab make peace wUh him ? 

A. Yes; but God was highly displeased on 
account of it, and sent a prophet to inform him, 
that he should one day die by the hands of the 
Syrians. — 1 Kings, xx. 42, 

Q. How did Ahab and Jchoshaphat agree ^ 

A. They maintained a good understanding ; 
so that Jehoshaphat mamed Ahab's daughter, 
and was permitted to accompany him in an ex- 
pedition against Ramoth Gilcad, which place 
the kin^ of Syria unlawfully held in Ins power. 
— 1 Kin^gs, xxii. 1, 4. 

Q. Ofwnom did Ahab inquire about his success ^ 

A» Of four hundred idolatrous prophets, who 
prophesied success ; but Micaiah a prophet of 
the Lord, informed him to the contraiy. — 1 
Kings, xxii. 5 — 28. 

Q. What became of AJiab ? 

A. He iwas killed as had been predicted. — 
1 Kings, xxii. -34, 35. 

Q. What became of Jehoshaphat ? 

A. He narrowly escaped to Jerusalem, where 
God, by his prophet, reproved him for his alli- 
ance with Ahab. — 2 Chron. xix. 2. 

Q. What did Jehoshaphat do by way of atonement ? 

A. He mad^ a thorough reformation among 
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his people, whom he reclaimed to the worship 
of tne true God, — 2 Chroa- xix. and xx. 

Q. Who meeeeded Ahah to the titront of Israel? 

A. His wicked son Ahaziah, in the seven- 
teenth year of Jehoshaphat ; but he soon after 
died of a wound, received by a fall.-^l Kings, 
xxii. 51. ^Kings,'\.2,\Q. 

Q. Who twxeeded him ? 

A. His brother Jehoram. — 2 Kings, u 17. 
... 

HI* 1. 

Q. In what wart wat he engaged f 

A.ItiB, war against the Moabites, who had 
long been tributary to Israel, but had revolted. 
— 2 Kings, iii. 4, 5, 7. 

Q. Dunug hit expedition, what circumttanee nearly de- 
tlroyedhis armif f 

A^ The want of water; but Elisha, who had 
now succeeded Elijah, directed them to make 
ditches in the valley, where they were encamp- 
ed, which by the goodness of God, were mira- 
culously filled. — 2 Kings, m. 16, 17,&c.' 

Q. What had become of Elijafi ? 

A, He had been translated to heaven, and 
had as he was taken up, bestowed his mantle^ 
upon 'Elisha. — 2 Kings, n. 1-^12. 

Q. What was the istue of the war with the Moahitet f 

A* They were entirely defeated. — 2 Kings, 
iii. 21— 2G. 

LESSON XXXVII. 

Q. What became of the prophet EUeha after this ? 

A. He retired to oamaria, where he wrought 
several miracles, among which was one, where- 
by he cured Naaman, general to Benhadad 
king of Syria, of the leprosy. — 2 Kings,\^^ and 
\ aad vi. 1 — 7. 
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Q. JHdBenhadad iiroade Israel again ? 

A. He did ; and in the siege of Samaria, re- 
duced it to so great distress, that mothers, 
through famine, killed, and eat their own chil- 
dren; but God at length appeared, and so in^- 
spired the enemy wiUi terror, that he fled. — 
1 Kings^ su 21-33 and vii. 

Q. Who teas now reignifig in Judah ? 

A. Jehoshaphat, was still alive ; but he had 
taken his son Johoram, (or Joram,) into a share 
of the kingdom with him. 

Q. What was the character of Jehoram ? 

A, He was a very degenerate son of a pious 
father — 2 Chron. xxi. 12 — 20. 

Q. Who succeeded him in Judah? 

A. Jehoahaz, who was also called Ahaziah, 
as wicked as his wicked father. — 2 KingSj viii. 
25—27. 

Q, What became of EHs/ia P 

A. In consequence of a famine, he had gone 
to Shunem, (a city of Judea, in the tribe of Is- 
sachar, five miles south of Mount Tabor ;) but 
the rtext we hear of him, isat Damascus, whitli- 
er he went, to anoint Hazael, king of Syria. — 
^iKings^ viii. 1 — 7. 

Q. Did Benhadad know of hie being in Damascus ? 

A. He did; and sent Hazael to enquire of 
him, whether he should recover : to whom the 
prophet replied, that he might recover, but that 
God had shewn him that he would not. — 2 
KingSj viii. 7 — 10. 

Q. What answer did Hazael return to the king ? 

A, That he prophet said^ that he should re- 
cover ; but the next day Hazael smothered hip 
to death, and seized the government. — 2 Kin 
viii. 14, 15. 
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Q. Did not the ting of liraet fJaramJ take advantage 0/ 
thit revoluHm in Syria 7 

^. He endeavoured to do so ; and invited 
Ahazjah, king of Judah, to accompany him to 
Ramoth-Giiead, where a battle ensued, in 
which the king of iBrael was wounded ; upon 
which, he went to Jezreel, to be healed of his 
wounds, and where he was visited by his aUy, 
Ahaziali. — 2 Kings, viii. 28, 29. 
Q. fFAat happened latheiekingt Ihert? 

A. They were both kiUed, by Jehu, who had 
been anointed by divine direction, as king of 
Israel.— 2 Kings, ix. 24, 27. 



Reign of Jefiu, Athaliah, Joash, 8fc. 



Jonahjhrimn into ike Sea. 
LESSON XXXVIII. 

Q. JfAaf vMU Ike great -aarkfar -ahich God railed up Jihn 
ta the kingdeiB ? 

A. To destroy the worship of Baal, and to 
bring the threatened judgments of God, on the 
house of Ahab, for their wickedness. — 2 Kings, 
X. 28, 30. 
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Q. S(n» J&d Jehu execute this bloody work upon the house of 
Ahab ? 

A. He ordered Jezebel, Ahab's mother, to be 
thrown out of a window, where the dogs eat her 
up, and slew the seventy remaining sons of 
Ahab, in Samaria. — 2 Kings^ ix. 33 — 37. and 

X. 7. 

Q. Did he destroy the prophets of Bcud ? 

A. Yes ; great numbers of them — but main- 
tained the iaolatry of Jeroboam ; namely, the 
calves of Dan and Bethel.^ — 2 Kings^ x 25, 20. 

Q. Who succeeded Ahaziahy on the throne ofJudah ? 

A. Athaliah, mother of Ahaziah, who usurp- 
ed the government, and slew all the sons of 
Ahaziah, except Joash, (or Jehoash,) who was 
hid by his aunt. — 2 Kings, xi. 1 — 3. 

Q. Bow long did Athaliah reign ? 

A* Nearly seven years, when Joash was pro- 
claimed king, and she slain. — ^Kings^^\. 16, 
21. 

Q. What was the first public act of the king ? 

A. With the assistance of the people, and 
J^oiada, the high priest, he domolished the al- 
tar and temple of Baal, in Jerusalem. — 2 Kings, 
xi. 17. 

Q. Dfd Joash continue the work of reformation ? 

A. No ; Jehoiada, the high priest, his uncle, 
djdng in the 23d year of his reign, Joash forsook 
the worship of Gfod, for idolatry ; whereupon be- 
ing reproved by Zechariah, the prophet, he or- 
dered him to be slain, in one of the courts of the 
temple. — 2CArow. xxiv. 15 — 22. 

Q. How was Joash punished for this ? 

A. Hazael, king of Syria, repeatedly invaded 
his territory, and laid waste his dominions. Bf 
in£ thus reduced he fell sick, and was assassii 
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iated by two of his servants, in the 40th year of 
his reign. — '2 Chron. xxiv. 23 — 27. 

Q. fVhat txoo king's ruled in Israel^ after Jehu ? 

A. Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, and Joash, the 
son of Jehoahaz, — 2 Kings^ xiii. 1,10. 

Q. fVh€U was remarkable in the conduct of Joash .^ 

A. When Elisha was on his death bed, he 
came down to see him, and wept over him, yet 
he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam. — 
2 Kings, xiii. 14. 

Q. What did Joash do, for the good of Israel ? 

A. According to the prophecy of dying Elisha, 
he smote the Syrians thrice, who had oppressed 
Israel, in the days of his father. — 2 Kings, xiii. 
25. 

Q. What is recorded concerning JEfisha, after his death ? 

A. They buried a man the year following in 
the sepulchre of Elisha, and as soon as he 
touched the bones of the prophet, he revived, 
and stood upon his feet. — 2 Kings, xiii. 21. 

LESSON XXXIX. . 

Q. Who succeeded Joash in the kingdom of Judah P 

A* Amaziah, his son. — ^ Kings, xiv. 1; 

Q. What 18^ recorded of this king ? 

A. He raised an army of 400,000, of which 
100,000 were Israelites, to reduce the Edom- 
ites, who, fifty-fouryears before, had revolted 
from Judah. But Gfod directed trim to dismiss 
the 100,000 Israelites; and, with the remain* 
der, he gained a great victory.~2 Chron. xxv* 
1—12. 

Q. How did the Israelites behave, who were dUmissed? 

A. In their return home, they killed 3,000 
of Judah, and carried away much spoU.-r-^ 
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Q. lUd Amaxiah demand BoUtf action ofJoath ? 

A» Yes ; he sent a challenge to Joash, which 
not being accepted, he marched out against 
him ; but was aefeated and taken prisoner by 
Joash, who plundere^i Jerusalem, and return- 
ed to Samaria with much spoil, where he died 
two years after. — 2 Chron. xxv. 1 7 — 26. 

Q. Did he release AmazitUit before his death ? 

A. No ; but he was set at liberty by Jerobo- 
am, and afterwards reigned fifteen years. — 2 
Kings, xiv. 17. 

Q. Why shauld God suffer Amaziah to fall into the hands 
ofJoashf tohen by divine dirtction» he had dismissed the 100,000 
Israelites ? 

A. To punish him for bringing into Judah 
the gods of the Edomites, and worshipping 
them. — 2 Chron. xxv. 14 — J 6. 

Q. What became of Amaxiah ? 

A. He was killed by his own subjects, after 
a reign of twenty-nine years, and was succeed- 
ed by his son Azariah, named also Ozias, and 
Uzziah. — 2 Chron* xxv. 27, xxvi. 1 . 

Q. Who reigned at this lime in Israel ? 

A. Jeroboam II. son of Joash, who began 
his reign in the 15th year of Amaziah, king of 
Judah. — 2 Kings, xiv. 23. 

Q. ffovf long did he reign ? 

A. One-and-forty years, during which he ad- 
ded much territory of the Syrians to the king- 
dom of Israel.T— 2 Kings, xiv. 28. 

Q. Hovf did Uxxiah reign in Judah ? 

A. With much credit. He conquered many 
countries, and introduced many improvements, 
in arms and agriculture. — 2 CArow.xxvi. 14, 15. 

Q. But did he not provoke God ? 

A. In the latter part of his reign, he invade 
iKA nriests' office, and attemptins to bum ii 
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cense, the leprosy rose up in his forehead, and 
he was a leper till his death. — ^ Chron. xxvi. 
19—21. 

Q. WhontcceededUzziah? 

A. His son Jotham, wjio was regent during 
tlie latter part of the life of his father, wKose 
death occurred in the 52d year of his reign. — 2 
Kings^ XV. 2, 5, 7. 

Q. fVere there nopi-ophets in this long reign ? 

A. Several ; Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah^ 
and Micah, all of whom prophesied of the cap- 
tivity of the Jews — of their restoration, and of 
the divine judgments upon their enemies. — Hos. 
i. l.Ajnos i. l. Micah i. 1. 

LESSON XL. 

Q. Did not Jonah Uve at this time ? 

A, Yes ; he was commissioned to go to Nin- 
evah and foretell its destruction ; but, being un- 
willing to go, he fled on board a vessel, with a 
design to escape, but God caused him to be 
thrown overboard, and to be swallowed up by a 
great fish, which after three days cast him on 
shore, upon which, he went and preached so 
successfully, to the Ninevites, that they repent- 
ed and were sa:ti&d. — {See Book of Jonah*) 

Q. What other prophets Hved, during Uzziah's reign 9 

A. Isaiah, who foretold the captivity of Baby- 
lon, the people's return to Judea, and flie flour- 
ishing kingdom of the Messiah. — /sa. i. 1. 

Q. iVho succeeded Jei'oboam II. as king 0/ Israel? 

A. His son, Zechariah; but, on account of 
disturbances in the kingdom, he did not come 
o the throne, until eleven years after the death 



f his father. — 2 Kings, xv. 8. 
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Q. What vfot hit character P * 

A* He was a wicked prince, who reigned only 
SIX months, and was succeeded by Shallum, 
Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hoshea, du- 
ring whose reigns no important events occur- 
red worthy of notice, except that Shalmaneser, 
king of Assyria, took the city of Samaria, bound 
Hoshea, the then king, in prison, and carried 
muhitudes of the Israelites captive into Assyria, 
and distributed them into several countries, 
from which they never returned. — 2 Kings^ xv. 
13 — 36, and xvii. 

Q. Did the kingdom of Israel end, with the reign of Hoshea ? 

A. Yes. It had subsisted two hundred and 
fifty-five years from its separation, from Judah. 

Q. What pT&vohed God to punish Israel, thus ? 

A* The continual idolatry of the kings and 
people, in opposition to the warnings of God, l)y 
the writings of Moses, and the voice of all the 
prophets. — 2 Kings^ xvii. 7 — 23. 

Q. What became of Samaria^ and the other cities of Israel^ 
•when the people -were driven ovt of them ? 

A. Several of the heathen nations were pla- 
ced there, and each worshipped their own gods 
and idols ; wherefore the Lord sent Ijons among 
them, and destroyed many of them. — 2 Kings^ 
xvii. 24, 25. 

Q. What loas done^ upon this occasion, to appease the anger 
of Ood, and save the people from the lions? 

A. The King ot Assyria sent a Jewish priest 
thither, to teach them the worship of the God of 
Israel. — 1 Kings, xvii. 27. 

Q. What -was the effect of this conduct of the king ofMsyria? 

A* These nations feared the God of Israel, 
yet they continued to serve graven images, for 
M^any generations. — Kings j xvii. 28-41. 
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Q. But did they at-aayt continue in thit mixed kind nf re- 
Ugiim? 

A. In process of tinie, they forsook their idols, 
and adopted the Jewish reli^on, so far as to re- 
ceive the five books of Moses. They built a 
temple on Mount Geriam, and, ia the New Tes- 
tameat, are called Samaritans. 



ReignofJotham — Akaz — Heztkiah, ^. — Cap- 
tivity of Bah/ltm., 



Skadrach, Muhach, and Mednego, 
LESSON XLI. 

Q. Wat there any thing rmarlmble, in the reign ^Jotham, 
toatfUttiah? , 

■A. He was a good king, and God blessed his 
arms, so that he brought the Ammonites under 
tribute.— 2 CAron. xxvii. 2, 5, 6. 

Q- fFhtiucceededJothan? 

A. His son, Ahaz, who was one of the most 
wicked kin^, ever on the throne of Judah. — 
CAjwi. xxviii. 1^-4. 

5- Bo-H mil he punUked, for Mt mckedneai ? 
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A. His land was invaded, by liie King of 
Syria, who carried many of the people away 
captive ; but theheartorAhaz was sounhumlv- 
led, that, in the midst of his distress, he sinned 
still more, by sacrificing to the gods of Damas- 
cus, and cutting up the vessels of the house of 
God, shutting up the temple, and setting up 
idols in all the land — 2 Chron. xxviiii. 5, 22. 

Q. Who succeeded M az ? 

A. Hezekiah, who made a great reformation 
among the people, on which account, Grod pros- 
pered him against his enemies, and enabled 
him to cast off the yoke of the King of Syria, 
while he trusted in him. — 2 Chron* xxix. and 
XXX. and xxxi. 

Q. JVas not Bezekiah guilty of •weakn''88,aftervfarda? 

A* Yes- When Sennacherib, King of Assy- 
ria, invaded Judah, Hezekiah bribed him to de- 
part, with gold and silver, taken from the house 
of God. — ^ Kings, xviii. 13 — 16.. 

Q, Did this tatiafy Sennacherib ? 

A. For a time, it did ; but, some years after- 
wards, he sent an army to Jerusalem, and would 
have taken it, but, upon Hezekiah^s humbling 
himself, God overthrew the Assyrians, by an 
angel, who slew one hundred and eighty-five 
thousand of them. — 2 Kings, xviii. 17 — 37, and 
xix. 

Q, What further favours did Hezekiah receive from God? 

A. When he was sick, near to death, God 
heard his prayer, and assured him, that he should 
live fifteen years longer. — 2 Kings, xx. 1 — 11. 

Q. What was the character and government of hit son, 
ManoBuh ? 

A. He was^ a most wicked prince, and was 
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punished for his wickedness, by being carried 
away captive, to Babylon. — 2 Chron* xxxiit. 2, 
11. 

Q, Bov didMaruuseh behave, in fda captrnty? 

j1* He humbled himself, whereupon God re- 
stored him to his kingdom, when he wrought a 
great reformation ; but was still a wicked pnnce. 
— 2 Chron. xxxiu. 12, 15, 16« 

Q. fVho succeeded JUanasseh f 

A* Amon, who restored idolatry, and, after 
reigning two years, was murdered by his own 
servants. — 2 Chrcn. xxxiii. 21, 22. 

Q. What -was the character of Josiah, hir son ? 

d. He was a very religious prince, and 
wrought a great reformation, in respect to reli- 
gion, throughout the land. — 2 CArcm.xxxiv« 

Mention more particttlarltf -what he did ? 

He destroyed the altar, and idols of his father 
Amon ; repaired the temple ; restored the wor- 
ship of God ; and, finding a copy of the law, 
amidst the nibbish of the temple, he read it to 
the people^ priests, and prophets, and made a 
covenant with them to perform what was writ- 
ten in it. — 2 Chron. xxxiv. 

Q. What it to be said of the Pataovevi which waa kept by 
direction of Jonah ? 

A. It was in exact conformity to all the rules 
appointed by Moses, so that no such passover 
had been kept since the days of Samuel, the 
prophet. — 2 Chron^xfxv. 1 — 19; 

Q. How came Jonah by his death f 

A. He went out to fight the King of Egypt, 
without the direction of God, and was slain. — 
2 Chron. xxxv. 20 — 25. * 

Q' Who reigned in Judah after him ^ 

A. His son, Jehoahaz, who after a reign of 
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three months, was carried in chains into Egypt, 
where he died. — 2 Ckron. xxxytr i , 4. 

Q. Who weceeded Mm f 

A. EUakim, who was called Jehoiakim, a 
{Mrince who did so wickedly, that God sent Neb- 
uchadnezzar against him, who put him in fet- 
ters, and he died in shame ; and his young son 
Jeboiachin reigned in bis stead.-2 Chron. xxxvi* 

Q* ffhat became rf tkU IthitiaMn% wAo U tmnetimet called 
Jeckordahand Comah? 

A. Nebuchadnezzar carried him to Babylon, 
with ten thousand of his people, and much 
treasure from the temple. — 2 Kings^ xxiv. 10 
—16. 

Q. Whom did Mhtchatbiexxar put an the throne P 

A. Zedekiah, the last king of Judah.-2 Kings^ 
xxiv. 11. 

Q. What took ^laee in hU daif9 ? 

A. He rebelled againt Nebuchadnezzar, who 
after a siege of two years, took Jerusalem, 
burned the temple and houses of Jerusalem, 
broke down the walls, and carried away most 
of ttie people, with the king, and the riches of 
the temple to Babylon* — S Kings, xxv. 1 — 1 7 ; 
and 3 ^roit* xxxvi. 11-21. 

Q. What prophet Uftfed at thU time ? 

^.Jeremiah, who repeatedly foretold the 
above captivity, on which account, Zedekiah, 
even white Jerusalem was besieged, put him in 
prison.— Jen xxxii. 1—5. 

Q. What became of Jeremiah after the diy woo taken f 

A. Nebuchadnezzar directed that he should 



* 
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have bis liberty, to go where he pleased* — Jer. 
xxxix. 11,12 and xl. 4, 5. 

Q. Whither did Jeremiah choose to go ? 

A. He chose to ccHitinue in the land of Israel, 
under the protection of Gedaliah, whom the king 
of Babylon made governor in the land.— Jer. xl. 

6, 7. 

Q. Did Jeremiah continue^under the protection of Gedaliah ? 

A. Gedaliah was soon slain by a faction raisf fd 
by one Ishmael, and Ishmael was put to flight 
by one Johanan, who carried Jeremiah and a 
multitude of the people into Effvpt.— Jer. xl. 
xli. xhi. and xhu. 

<?. Whai did Jeremiah do in Egypt 9 

A. He attempted to keep the people from 
idolatry, but without success. He foretold the 
conquest of Egypt, by Nebuchadnezzar, and the 
ruin which sheuld come upon Babylon in after« 
times, with the restoration of the captive Jews. — 
Jer. xlili. 9-13. 

Q. fVhat became of Jeremiah ? 

A. It is believed that he was stoned to death 
in Egypt. 

Q. fVho vas Daniel ? 

A. A young man of the tribe of Judah, who 
was carried captive to Babylon, in thQ reign of 
Jehoiakim. — Dan, i. 1-6, 

Q. Ho-uvfOB he treated in Babylon? 

^. He, with Shadmch,Meshach and Abedqe- 
go, his companions, were nourished at the king's 
expense, and from his table, until at length they 
chose to be fed with pulse and waterywhich made 
them look fairer than those who were fed oa 
'X)yal dainties.— jD«w. i. 5. 6, 



BIBLE HISTORY. 99 

t2* Htrui came Ihmiel to be brought into to much notice at 
^tbitchadnezzair^o court ? 

•'^. Nebuchadnezzar dreamed a dream, which 
God enabled Daniel not only to rehearse to the 
king, when he had forgotten, it, but to tell him 
the interpretation of it. — Dan. ii. 1 -1 3. 

Q* What honors did the king beHorto on Daniel ? 

•^. He acknowledged the supremacy of the 
God of Daniel, and made him ruler over Babylon; 
and Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego officers 
under him. — Dan. ii. 46-49. 

Q. Whai became of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego ? 

A. Nebuchadnezzar had made an immense 
image of gold, which he set up in the plains of 
Dura, near Babylon, and which he commanded 
all people to worship ; but Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego refusing, were cast into a fiery 
furnace, heated seven times hotter than it 'was 
wont to be heated. — Dan* iii. 1-21. 

Q. IHd they perish? 

A. No ; they were uninjured, because an an- 
gel was sent from heaven to secure theni from 
the fire. — Dan. iii. 25. 

Q. What did the king do upon this ? 

A. He called tliem to come up out of the fur- 
nace, and made a decree that no man should any 
more speak against the God of the Jews. — Dan. 
m. 26-28. 

Q, What other dream did Daniel interpret for J^ebuchad" 
nezzar ? 

A. One which denoted that he should be driv- 
en from his kingdom, and from men, and for 
seven years should feed with tlie beasts of tb"^ 
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earth — after which he sbouki be restored to Ms 
kingdom. — Dan.iv. 19-37. 

Q tFatOUJulfilkdf 

A. Yes ; at tlie end of a year, while he was 
walking in hie palace in Babylon and boasting 
of his glory, this judgment came upon him, ana 
continued seven years. — Dan. iv. 28-33. 

Obi. — It iiof no (tie toinqdire particdltrij iBto'tbenoftm 
oT Ihii atraDg^a mnladr which came upon Ncbnchadseuar. 
ft wa> nuraculouiJjr, nd in judgnMmt, iiidicted OB him for hii 

Q. ffiu ffelmctiadmxxttr rtitered te Am reaion and M hi* 
Ungdtmf 

A. At the end of seven years, his understand- 
ing returned, and his kingdom was restored; 
upon which he did honor to the (jod of heaven, 
and published bis history throughout all his do- 
minions. — Dan iv. 34-37. 

4. fVkai became of Jfebuehadnazar after ihii P 

A . He died io the forty-ti^rd year of bis reigo, 
with the character of being one of the greatest 
princes of the east. 



Restoration of the Jews.. 
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LESSON XLII. 

Q. What became of Daniel, after the death of J^ebuchad- 
nezzar P 

A. He lived in Babylon, and when Belshazzar 
came to the throne, he was sent for to interpret 
three or four words, written upon the wall, by the 
apparition of a hand, while the king and his min- 
isters were at a great feast. — Dan. v. 5-16. 

Q. What was the meaning' of these words ? 

A. That God had finished Belshazzar's king- 
dom, and given it to the Modes and Persians. — 
Dan> V. 25-28. 

Q. Was this sentence executed? 

A. The same night Cyrus took the city, and 
the kingdom was translated to Darius, theMede, 
the emperor of the Medes and Persians. 

Q. What became of Daniel ? 

A* Darius placed him over all the hundred 
and twenty princes of the kingdom, and made 
him first of the three presidents. — Dan* vi. 1-3. 

9* Were the princes and presidents pleased with the promo' 
tion of Daniel f 

A. No ; they envied him ; and as they knew 
him to be a man of prayer, they persuaded, Da- 
rius to sign a decree, that no man should ask any 
favour of any God, or man, for thirty days, ex- 
cept of himself, upon pain of being cast into 
the den of lions. — Dan. vi. 4-9. 

Q. What did Daniel do, when he heard of this decree ? 

A, He regarded the authority of God, more 
tiian that of man, and continued, as usual, to 
pray in his family, three times a day. — Dan. vi. 
10. 

Q. How did Darius feelf w^nhe heard of DanieVs cont 

A. He was sorry that he had made the dec 
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but as the laws of the Medes and Persians were 
not to be altered, he suffered his enemies to cast 
Daniel into the den. — Dan, vi. 1 1-17. 

Q. What concern did Dariut thcwfir Daniel ? 

A* He passed the night without ipusic, or 
dancing, and, early in the morning, went himself 
to the den, and to his great joy, found Daniel safe, 
for Grod had shut the lions' mouths, so that they 
had not injured him — Dan. vi. 18, 23. 

Q. What did Darius do to the enenaet of Daniel P 

A. He directed them, with all their faniilies, 
to be cast into the den of lions, who immediately 
broke all their bones. — Dan. vi. 24. 

Q. While the Jews were in captivity in BabyUmt did they 
have any king ? 

A. They had a person whom they honored as 
a prince, and who exercised some authority over 
them. 

Q. What -wan the state of religion during the captivity ? 

A. It was far from being flourishing; yet 
' many continued to love the worship of God, and 
to weep, as they sat down by the nvers of Bab- 
ylon, when they remembered 2ion, in the land 
of their fathers. 

Q» Ho-w long did this captivity last .? 

A. Seventy years from the first captivity by 
Nebuchadnezzar. — 2 CArtw. xxxvi. 21', Jer. 
XXV. II, 12. 

Q. Who permitted the Jews to return ? 

A. Cyrus, who succeeded Darius ; he gave 
them leave to rebuild the temple, and ordered 
5400 vessels, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
from the former temple, to be restored. — Ezra, 
M-11. 

Q. Hoiti many Jenos rttumtd ai'this timr* P 
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A. Neariy fifty thoosand.— £zra ii. 64-67. 

^. What did the Jewt do after their return ? 

A. Having made a large coutribution for the 
rebuilding of the temple, they proceeded to lay 
^Q /buodation of it, with much ceremony; but 
it was so unlike the magnificence of the former 
temple, that the fathers, who remembered that, 
wept with a loud voice.— fJzra, ii. 68, 69 ; iii. 
^0,11,12,13. /foff.ii.3. 

€• Him long vat it befire thh temple vaojhiihedf 

A. Nearly twenty years ; owing partly to the 
negligence of the Jews, but more to the Samari- 
tans, who opposed the work, because the Jews 
would not suffer them to join them. — Ezra* vi. 
15-22. 

Q- fy'hatpropheteHved at this time? 

A. Zechariah and Haggai, who greatly en- 
couraged the people to persevere in rebuilding 
the temple. — See Zech. and Mag- i. i. 

Q* Did all the Jevfo return to Judeoj in the time of Cyrui t 

A. No: many remained still in Babylon ; but 
in the reign of Artaxerxes they were encouraged, 
through Ezra, the scribe, to go up to Jerusalem* 
•^Ezra^ vii. 1 1-26. 

06«. — This Artaxerxes is supposed to be the same as Abas- 
tierus, who, as we are informed in the scriptar«s« married 
Esther, a Jewess, by whose means God signally preserved the 
Jews from the ruin designed for them, by Haman, because 
Mordeeai, a Jew, would not bow to him, as did the king's 
servants at court. — {See book of Either,') 

Q. Bid Ezra accompany them? 

A. Yes : by consent of the king, he repaired 
to Jerusalem, and there produced a great reform- 
ation of many abuses which had crept in among 
the people of God, particularly the marrying 
«f heathen wives. — Ez. viii. 21, 22, & ix. & x. 
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Q. Did theJewi rebuild the city of Jerusalem ? 

A. They did ; for the Babylonians had broke 
down the walls, and burnt the gates. — Neh. 1,3. 

Q. Whom did God raise up $o carry on the rebuilding' of the 
city? 

A. Nehemiah, whom Artaxerxes permitted to 
go to Jerusalem, and to whom he gave orders, 
upon tiie governors of the provinces to assist 
bim» — Neh' i. J -11. 

Q. Did JVehemiah meet idth opppsitiont in the work 9 

A* Yes. Sanballet, tne Samaritan, and To- 
biah, the Ammonite, greatly retarded the work ; 
but, through the vigilance and perseverance of 
Nehemiah, it was at length accomplished.-i\Wi. 
iv. 1 -7. 

Q. What took place, when the city was built ? 

A. Nehemiah assembled the people, to whom 
Ezra read the law, that tliey might see their past 
sins, and might b§ instructed to yield a more reg- 
ular and exact obedience, for time to come. — 
iVeA. viii. 1-8. 

Q. What further reformation, did J\'eheniiah effect P 

A. Ho turned Tobiah out of the temple; estab- 
lished the portion of the fruits of the earth, 
which belonged to the Lcvites ; forbid the pro- 
fanation of the sabbath, by buying and selling, 
on that day ; and pimished those Jews who mar- 
ried heathen wives. — A^ek, xiii. 4-29. 

Q. Had JVehemiah any prophet, to assist him in this dijicult 
tpork ? 

A. It is supposed Malachi, the last of the 
prophets, prophesied, about this time, and that 
he encouraged Neliemiah to prosecute the work 
of reformation. 

Q. Ho-w long -was it, from Malachi to tlie coming of Christ ? 
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i4. It is thou^t tohave been aboutfour hun- 
dred years. 



f 



Ccntiniiation of the History of the Govemmenl 
of the Jews^from the end of the Old TestameM 
to the coming of Christ* 

Q' Aw fof^ was a, from the death •/ Malathi^ the Uut •/ 
theprophete^ to the birth of CkrUt? 

A. About four hundred years. 

Q Bvi whf^ did not God eonlinue to rtdoe upprophet9t aahe 
had done? 

A. Because the same necessity did not exist, 
sufficient having been written to direct the peo- 
ple of Grod in the way of duty. 

Q* IHd J^ehendah make amy further reformationf among th$ 
Jew9, after the doting of the Old Teotamentf 

A. It is reported, by the Jews, that he and 
Ezra, finding a great want of the knowledge of 
the law, among the people, appointed the read* 
ing of it in several of the tovnis and villages. 

Q. VFa$ the mode of worohip then^ m it it now ? 

A. Not exactly. Instead of buildings, like our 
modem churches, they had places called syna- 
gogues, in which they worshipped, and, instead 
of a sermon J as we have, a portion of the Bible 
was read, and the meaning of each verse was 
given, by the priest, or rukr of the synagogtie^ as 
he is called, in the New Testament. 

Q. fVhere the$e tynoffoguet huilt any -where hut in Judedf 

A. When the Jews were auerwards scattered 
abroad, into various nations, they built syna- 
gogues, and build them to this day. 

Q. Hoi» were the Jew$ governed^ after the death of MhoF 

miak ? 
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A. The kings of Persia do not seem to have 
appointed any more governors of Judea, but to 
have placed the Jews under the governor of 
Syria. 

Q. fVhat events took placet ti Utile after this ? 

A. Alexander the Great invaded Persia, and, 
having routed the army of Darius, King of Per- 
sia, he sent to Jaddua, the high priest of th» 
Jews, to submit; but. Jaddua replied that he 
would be faithful to Darius. 

Q-. Uo-iv did Alexander receive this? 

A. He was much displeased, and having fin- 
ished the siege of Tyre and Gaza, he marched 
against Jenisalem, intending to destroy it. 

Q. What did J ddva do?, 

A . He was directed, in a vision, to go out and 
meet Alexander, in his priestly robes, with the 
other priests, and all the people, in white gar- 
ments ; with the sight of which, Alexander was 
so struck, that he went into Jerusalem, and sa- 
crificed in the temple, to the God of the Jews. 

Q. On the death ofAlexander, what became of the Jewe ? 

A* Alexander's empire was divided into four 
pails, and the Jews fell under the dominion of 
Ptolemy, King of Egypt. 

Q. Hoio did Ptolpfny ti^at the Jews? 

3f. He carried many of them into Egypt, and 
settled them, chiefly, in Alexandria. 

' Q. Why should God permit the Jews to be so scattered abroad? 

A. To prepare the way for the better dissem- 
ination of the gospel, when Christ should come. 

Q. THd the Jews continue under the dominion of the kivga of 

.V. No ; they submitted themselves to Antio- 
chus the Great, King of Syria, who treated theai 
kvell. 
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^, Were the Jei^s treated at -well by the tucceftvr o/JtMi- 
echus ? •' 

^. No. Antiochus Epiphanes, his son, en- 
raged by some commotions at Jerusalem, enter- 
ed the city with his army, put eighty thousand to 
the sword, sold forty thousan^ji for slaves, and 
polluted the temple with all kinds of abomina- 
tions. 

Q. fFAat teas the consequence of this outrageous conduct ? 

•^. Driven to desperation, by these excesses, 
the Jews revolted, and bravelv defended them- 
selves, under the command of Matthias, a priest, 
and his sons, Judas, Simon, Jonathan, Eleazer, 
and John, who wore called Maccabees. 

Obs. — They were called Maccabees, fron> the rircumstance 
that Judas had for a motto on his standard^the first letters of 
that Hebrew sentence, (Esod. xv. 11.) Jm Camoka Backlim 
Jehovah ; (hat is, Who is like to thee among thegods^ O Lord ? 
The initials of these words, M, C, B, !, were formed into the 
word MrtCCflB!, and, all that fought under his standard, were 
called Mncrabees. 

Q - fFhen did tJie Jerws become Sftbject to the Romant ? 

Ji. Sixty three years before Christ. Pordpey, 
governor of Syria, marched against Jerusalem, 
made the Jews tributary to the Romans, and 
created Hircanus high priest and* sovereign, but 
without the title of king. 

Q. Had the Jews any king after thit ? 

A. Yes ; about forty years before Christ, the 
Romans made Herod King of Judea. 

Q. Was Herod a king acceptcible to the Jews? 

A* Far from it ; but the Jews were now too 
much sunk, to effect any change in their circum- 
stances for the better. 

Q. What important event tookplace abotit this time ? 

A. Jesus Christ, our Saviour, made his ap- 
pearance in the world, A. M. 4004. 

% 
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Q. What vM the Hate of the churcht frem the time e/MUa* 

oM to the birth of Chriot ? 

A . It was generally far from being prosperous. 
The Jews were in an unsettled state ; frequent- 
ly changing masters, by some of whom their pri- 
vileges were nitich abridged- The forms of 
reli^on, however, were still kept up, but that 
spint of piety, which had existed, in some former 
periods, was gone. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees had arisien, and 
were teaching ike people to rest in the forms 
and ceremonies of their religion, and bad sub- 
stituted, for the pure doctrines of the word of 
God, traditions, the of&pring of their carnal 
wisdom. 

Such being the dark and gloomy state of the 
church, happy was that day for her, the morning 
of which ushered in the sun of righteousness 
Updii tho world. 
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